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What an eventful time it’s been for Tunstead!  The 
church held a very successful 4-day flower festival 
(p10) and the invincible Tractor Boys overcame the 
worst of weathers to complete their 30 mile road 
run (p11).  But the central feature for the village, as 
a community, was in coming together for the 
Queen’s Jubilee Celebration, held at the school on 
the afternoon of Tuesday 5th June.  It was a triumph 
of community integration!  Every facet of the       
village was represented: the school (location), the 
Parish Council (financial support), the Friends of 

Tunstead School and villagers 
(organizing and running).  I 
was asked: “What was your 
happiest moment?, and I     
realized it was when I saw 
people streaming through the 
gates, some with children, 
many without, ranging from 
young children to the elderly.  

They were not fuelled by an     
urgent sense of royalist or 
patriotic verve – the Queen’s 
60th was more a catalytic 
pretext for doing something 
we’d idly talked about for 
years: coming together,    
contributing food, resources 
and time, sharing chatter, 
admiring achievements,   
having fun.  Yes, we were 
lucky – the weather was in our 
favour, but we also made our 
own luck with what we brought, how we helped 
and how we participated.   

Well done, Tunstead. 

And a heart-felt thank you to our regular  ad-
supporters, and the new ones who have made this 
12 page edition possible. 

Poppy: the prettiest         
female dog in Tunstead! 



Jubilee mugs 

The Parish Council 
presented a com-
memorative jubilee mug to every child in the Parish who was 
under 17.  104 children received a mug, which is about 15% of 
the current population of just under 700.  The mug had the offi-
cial jubilee crest on the front and on the back, in royal blue, the 
wording ‘Presented to the children of Tunstead & Sco Ruston by 
the Parish Council 2012’.  Featured in the photo, with their 
mugs, are the 4 children of the Bindley family: Jayden, Ellis, Rhia 
and Lori. 

THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION 

The tea party was an immense success. The numbers 
exceeded our greatest expectation, the generosity and 
creativity of people’s contribution was impressive:     
savoury sausage rolls and sandwiches as well as a huge 
array of cakes decorated in Union colours,  a generous 
helping of strawberries from Place UK with a dash of 
cream, and a non-stop supply of beverages.  Families 
met and mingled, generations mixed, children chewed, 

and went back for second help-
ings.  The amazingly resilient 
team of helpers continued to 
deliver tea, coffee, juice and 
strawberries, conjuring up 
plates, cups and bowls seem-
ingly out of thin air, while retain-
ing a good humour throughout 
the afternoon.   
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Judge Judy Finch makes her decision in the Prettiest Bitch class 

VICKY EASTER’S DOG SHOW 

                                                                               
Tunstead is awash with dogs!  So Vicky Easter   
was on to a sure-fire winner in organising her 
dog show, and so it proved to be.  This popular 
activity appealed to all ages of handlers and 
dogs.  Judy Finch resided over the judging, and 
each category was well attended.   4 categories 
of canine prowess were contested: The Most 
Handsome Dog (won by Emma Harris’ black 
Labrador Murphy); The Prettiest Bitch (won by 
Gary Bean’s Poppy, a Yorkie Russell); Junior 
Handler (won by Charlotte Harris with her black 
Labrador Guinness—who won ‘Best in Show’) 
and The Dog Most Like Its Owner (won by 
Gillian Wooltorton, with her Belgian Shepherd.  
It was particularly encouraging to see so many 
young handlers in the ring; there was no     
snapping or snarling—not even by the dogs! 

Emma Harris 
receives her 
rosette for 
Murphy 

A.R.PAYNE—General Small Builder 

20+ years’ experience—   brickwork,      

plastering, woodwork, tiling, decorating. 

Call ANDY on  

07706991443 

or  

01603 

737807 

  

Royal neck 
scarves are 
clearly de 
rigueur 
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FANCY DRESS PARADE 

CRAFT WORKSHOP 

CHILDREN’S FUN 

Early on in proceedings a Fancy Dress Parade on a 
Royal theme was held, with 8 children, 4 girls and 4 
boys, all imaginatively decked out.  The 2 judges, 
Jonathan Rice and Catrina Place, took their responsi-
bilities seriously, talked to each contestant and     
observed the regal procession with studied pleasure.  
The Will and Kate look-alikes were clear winners, the 
new Duchess of Cambridge wearing an immaculate 
lace dress made from exquisitely crocheted net cur-
tains.  William Shipley, wearing a fine imitation bear-
skin, as a Royal Guard, kept his upright 
stance throughout the competition. 

 

Maggie Richardson runs the Craft Club at the      
primary school, and she extended it to present a 
workshop at this event, offering  children the 
chance to make and decorate their own royal      
accessories, such as crowns, swords, shields and 
orbs.  Maggie applied her skill, enthusiasm and    
patience continually throughout the afternoon: her 
efforts were greatly 
appreciated by chil-
dren and   parents 
equally. 

The Parish Council 
and the Friends of       
Tunstead School 
provided the fund-
ing for this activity, 
and extra money 
made will form part 
of the  Council’s 
School Centenary 

Fund.  

Parachute games are the pied piper of romps -
always popular, attracting children of all ages!    
Fostering skills of teamwork, co-operation and    
listening, several variations on the theme of        
entrapment and escape are always fast and funny.   

PARACHUTE GAMES 
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Judges Jonathan Rice and Catrina Place 
talk to Jessica. 



 

Ed: This was one of the most popular activities of 
the celebration.  Squire Edward Frost (aged 10) 
submitted his report: 

“During the jubilee party, Sir Gavin, Lady Sarah 
and Squires Edward and Rupert successfully 
trained up many local children in 14th century style 
sword fighting. Sir Gavin demonstrated official 
sword moves whilst wearing over 4 stone of 
armour. Squires Edward and Rupert initially 
trained children using foam swords after which 
the children fought Sir Gavin. There was then 
an official ceremony in which the young 
Knights/Ladies were presented with a certifi-
cate by Lady Madeline (5 years old). There was 
lots of fun and shouting and even some of the 
grown-ups got involved in some of the action! “ 

 

SIR GAVIN’S KNIGHT SCHOOL 

Sir Gavin is ruthlessly pursued by 
a determined Maggie Bean! 

The children’s races  were also themed along royal 
lines, with the traditional egg & spoon tweaked to 
become ‘orb & spoon’; the ‘wool-sack race’ was        
aggressively contested, with Jake Aldridge storming 
home, with Matty Mayes in hot hopping pursuit.  The 

Right Royal 
Pick-up was a 
fight to the  
finish between the girls’ team and the boys’ team—foul play was 
suspected, and a re-run was ordered, which ended in a draw. 

The Field event was dominated by the ever-popular Wellie     
Wanging contest, with Jeanette Ashby and Chris Symons taking the 
Tunstead Wellie-Wanging Champion titles in the adult section, and 

Lewis Paxton and Lucy Fisher claiming ‘gold’ in the children’s class.    The formidable Haggis Hurling      
contest drew only those with courage and daring, for these rare and furtive creatures are known to have 
a fearsome bite!  However, the juvenile haggis was successfully hurled by Antony Joergen and Charlotte 
Harris; the female of the species met its match in Jane Godden, and its male counterpart was subdued by 
Brett Ashby.  Members of the Haggis Preservation Society will be relieved to hear that all 3 Haggises were 
released back into the wild soon after the event finished. 

CHILDREN’S FUN 

The Lords attempt to train the    
Tunstead yokels 

CHILDREN’S TRACK AND FIELD EVENTS 

The Tunstead Haggis family emerging at dusk. Wang it low ... 

... Or wang it high! 
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DAVID WRIGHT’S  FLORAL DISPLAY 

David Wright is numerously well-known: not only for his 
beautiful creations which can be adapted for wedding     
bouquets, funeral sprays and wreaths, church decorations 
and a myriad of other applications, he is also known for his 
generosity in charity events and now, in his presentation of 
this splendid floral arrangement for Tunstead’s Jubilee cele-
bration.  His eye for detail, structure and balance is spectacu-
lar, and the closer you study this composition, the more the 
fine detail becomes apparent: the crystals subtly weighting 
the flags, which have their own symmetry; the main design 

balancing the royal colours 
perfectly, replicated, only 
differing in size; the crown  
at its apex, reaching a 
height of about 1.8metres. 

Towards the end of the  
afternoon, the 3 sections 
were auctioned off; unsur-
prisingly, the third and  
largest section attracted 
the most attention.  The middle section was  bought by Graham Johns, 
who intended the display for his mother, currently in hospital. 

TUNSTEAD REMEMBERS ... 

One of the most fascinating aspects of the celebration 
was the collection of photographs, artefacts and    
anecdotes of the older generation—’Tunstodians’, a 
term John Rice so aptly coined—which was the     
catalyst for memories and recollections  of life in and 
around the village, some dating back 90 years.  This 
display will be added to and treasured, especially with 
the school’s centenary celebrations next year.  The 
editor is extremely grateful to all who allowed her to 
listen and record their stories. 
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GRAHAM JOHNS ENTERTAINS 

Uncovering talent in this small village of 700 people has 
been one of the most rewarding aspects of this Jubilee 
celebration for me, as the Event Organiser.  Graham 
Johns is an extraordinarily talented musician, with a vast 
repertoire to suit any occasion, a good, strong voice and a 
great sense of humour to match.  He kept visitors to 
Room 4 entertained for most of the afternoon,  adapting 
his range of songs to whichever generation was listening.  
It comes as no surprise to learn that his musician’s diary is 
fairly full, but he has accepted an invitation to hold a gig  

 

 

 

 

 

at the new ‘village hall’ - which will be the school’s 
hall until Tunstead resolves its village hall application 
and construction setbacks.  

TUNSTEAD ARTISTS’        

TASTER-EXHIBITION 

This small display of largely amateur artists, all  
residents of Tunstead, has convinced us that there 
is  both the quality and ample quantity to host a 
wider exhibition in the near future.  Many people 
were astounded at the number of talented artists 
there are in the village  (9 and counting...), and at 
the range and depth of their submissions. 

They are: Richard Bennett, Andrew & Rosemary 
Blanch,  Frances Dewis, Brian & Pam Gray, Jim  
Powell, Andi Rowe and Denise Worsdall (pictured 
below). 
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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 15TH MAY 

Gordon Gilding was elected as Chairman; Abi Rudd was elected as Vice-Chairman.  The Council thanked 
Tim Place for steering the council effectively over the past year. 

Matters arising from the previous meeting: NNDC will send out a letter to all residents of Fletcher Close, 
Coltishall Lane and Crowgate Street to inform them about the illegal 
and anti-social fly-tipping that is prevalent in these areas: mostly gar-
den refuse, such as grass clippings. 

The financial issues of the council were discussed and approved.  There 
were no planning issues. 

Reports on events and issues: 

The Queen’s Jubilee preparations were within budget; £100 grant was 
awarded from the Norfolk Celebrations Fund to add to the Council’s  
underwriting of £600.  Any profit made from the Jubilee day will be 
held by the Council for next year’s School Centenary celebrations.  The 
extended newsletter was well received, with thanks to the companies and individuals who supported it.  
The graphic designer Rache Bowie has completed the adaptation of the primary school children’s draw-
ings, and her design is now with the metal worker, a local forger from Coltishall.  In view of the fact that 
the Village Hall funding application was turned down again by the Lottery, it is being suggested that the 
School’s hall could be used, as an interim measure.  The Headteacher, Jonathan Rice, has expressed a de-
sire to see his school become a community facility, and is most supportive of any measure to bring events 
and activities to the hall.  Social evenings, such as bingo, whist drives, and quiz nights can be organised; 
live bands could be promoted; educational or cultural classes, as well as keep fit or dance sessions could 
be catered for; clubs and activities can be accommodated.  If you have any ideas or suggestions, please 
contact Mr Rice or any of the councillors, whose contact details are given on the back of the newsletter.   
Many residents have expressed a desire to see the playing field equipment improved, and some of the 
councillors are investigating the cost of playground regeneration and the various funding opportunities to 
assist with this. 

Public Participation 

PSCO Dack was unable to attend, but she sent her report which stated that there were no crimes          
reported in the Tunstead area recently; the next Police Surgery nearest to Tunstead will be held in       
Ashmanhaugh Preston Rooms on 1st July at 11.30. 

Worstead Football Club: 2 representatives of the club were present; they offered their support for the 
Village Hall and promised, with the help of their employers, to improve the access road to the field.  The 
Playing Field Committee and WFC will arrange a meeting. 

Nigel Dixon (Norfolk County Councillor) reiterated that the Highways Rangers may be able to assist with 
ditch drainage. At the time of the meeting, RAF Coltishall’s future use is uncertain, but it may be 
used for agriculture and PV farms, with the runway being kept. 

THE QJ PARTY.       AND FINALLY ... THE TUG O’ WAR! 

The final activity was the traditional contest between 2       
obdurate, conflicting forces:  might against strategy; stamina 
against speed; them and us.  Over a ‘best-of-three’ battle, the 
men’s complacency lost them the first, the women’s  compla-
cency lost them the 2nd.  The 3rd was long and hard-fought, 
with neither team relinquishing more than a hand-hold, 
but ...a late intervention by John Hart , both desperate and           
hilarious, deemed it null and void and a diplomatic draw! 
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DEREK KIRK’S GARDENING CORNER  

As it is early June you can now safely sow runner 
beans outdoors, 8” apart with 10” between rows, 
leaving 4’ – 5’ alleyway between rows.  Plant mel-
ons and cucumbers in cold frames; spray raspber-
ries and loganberries for cane spot with a lime sul-
phur wash.  Pick a few green gooseberries to thin 
them out – this will give the rest a chance to ma-
ture fully. 

Plant out bedding plants and half-hardy annuals; 
plant window boxes and hanging baskets.  You can 
sow marrows and cucumbers outdoors where they 
will fruit.  Sow seeds in pairs 3’ apart.  Plant out 
French beans raised in the greenhouse last month 
when hardened off.  Spray apple trees against scab 
and sawfly with a lime sulphur wash.  Thin out rasp-
berry canes if there are more than 6 per plant.  
Continue to feed plants that are in full growth: 
vegetables and herbaceous plants will benefit from 
1 or 2 applications of a liquid feed.  Make more suc-
cessional sowings of lettuce, radish, endive, mus-
tard, cress and turnips.  Plant winter greens, brussel 
sprouts, broccoli, kale and savoy cabbage 2’ apart 
and firm the ground well.  Pinch out tops of broad 
beans as this helps to set the beans and may help 
to prevent black fly.  Plant out celery in the trench 
you prepared last month and water well.  Sow a 
last sowing of shorthorn carrots and parsley.  Draw 
a little of the soil away from the shallots to expose 
them to the sun to help them ripen.  Start to thin 
out apples and pears.  Prune shrubs that flowered 
late April , May and early June. 

As we move into July, cut off faded flowers and 
take cuttings of shrubs and alpines.  Continue to 
spray against all pests: caterpillars, red spider, 
thrips and greenfly.  If the weather is hot remove 
the grass box from the lawnmower – the cuttings 
will form a mulch and help protect the grass roots.  
Lift tulips and hyacinths and store in shallow boxes 
in a light, airy place.  Spray potatoes with Bordeaux 
mixture against blight.  Set out later celery and 
start to earth up the celery that was set earlier.  
Mulch runner beans and spray in the evenings with 
a fine mist of tepid water.  Start picking herbs to 
store for winter use.  Layer strawberry runners to 
give some new plants next year.  It’s time to make 
first sowing of spring cabbage. 

The Gardening Club hosted a vast array of plants for 
sale at the 
Jubilee Fair.  
Masses  of 
marigolds, 
heaps of 
herbs and 
bundles of 
beans; ad-
vice when 
required and a steady crop of punters ensured a 
most successful afternoon.  9 



TUNSTEAD CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL 

 

 

 

 

Held over 4 days (2nd-5th June), the 
theme of this year’s flower festival was 
‘This Sceptred Isle’.  There were 16    
colourful and imaginative displays     
depicting a wide range of what is quintessentially British:  UK countries of Scot-
land, Ireland and Wales; the 3 counties of the West Country; institutions such as 
Oxbridge and the Armed Services and the traditional Midland industries of the 
Potteries, lace-making of Nottingham and Bourneville.  Newmarket racing and 
the Premier League Canaries featured as prestigious sporting arenas, 

and the Queen’s jubilee was 
embedded in the displays of 
‘London’, ‘Royal Garden 
Party’ and ‘God save the 
Queen’. 

Acknowledgement of thanks 
in making the festival so   
successful must go to all 
those dedicated members of 
the congregation who were involved in promoting, producing, 
arranging and supporting the event. 

The Eden Project by Liz Smith 

London by Sue Bloomfield 

Nottingham by Jean Hanson 

Newmarket by Wendy Atkins 

Also featured was artwork and poetry from the children of 
Tunstead Primary School, themed on the Queen’s Jubilee.  
Class 1 had made a wonderful array of crowns;  Class 2 

had produced a range 
of notable London 
features, such as the 
traditional red double
-deckers, pillar boxes 
and  telephone boxes, 
and Class 3 backed the display with a visually vibrant gallery of the 
Queen’s portrait, and a selection of descriptive and evocative poetry. 
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TUNSTEAD CHURCH SERVICES 

Sunday 17th June:  10.30am Group Sung Eucharist 

Sunday  4th July:      6.30pm  Evensong 

Kristy Lancaster, who was born and raised in Tunstead, will 
marry Paul Lee on the 30th June.  She will have 5 brides-
maids, 2 of whom also hail from Tunstead: Sarah Bishop and 
Tina Allard.  Tunstead resident and renowned florist, David 
Wright, has been commissioned to make the floral arrange-
ments.  We wish Kristy well in her future married life. 



NORTH NORFOLK VINTAGE TRACTOR CLUB  -  ROAD RUN  -  APRIL 29TH 

On a wet, cold and blustery Sunday at the 
end of April, 13 stalwart Tractor Boys 
braved the elements and steered their 
tractors – most without cabs – from Tun-
stead Playing Field on a road run which 
was to see them cover about 30 miles 
around the parishes of Tunstead, Sco  
Ruston, Belaugh, Ashmanhaugh, Sloley 
and Worstead.  They were counted out at 
10am, and were counted back in 2⅟₂ hours 

later.   

It is a testament to the commitment of the 
Boys that, even though the weather was spiteful and the side roads of the   
chosen route were water-logged, everyone completed the course with ease.  
They returned to a welcome of burgers, sausages and hot drinks, provided by 
Wendy Atkins, Derek Kirk and other helpers.  Irene Finch and Angie Garrett ran 
the raffle and tombola; the money raised went to the Village Hall Fund.  

Above:  John Lawrence (Chairman)         
Left top: John Lawrence, Billy Cushion 
and Winston Finch (Organiser)                        
Left bottom:  Kevin Jessen 

COMPETITION RESULTS AND JUNE’S QUIZ 

March competition: ‘Village Signs’.       

Thank you to all the people who responded to this.  The answers were:                                                   
1.  Asmanhaugh; 2.  Sloley;  3.  Woodbastwick;  4.  Rackheath;   5.  Worstead;       
6.  Dilham;  7.  South Walsham;  8.  North Walsham;  9.  Frettenham;  10. Stalham. 

The winner was Anna Hatch, (pictured): she won a copy of Timpson on the Verge, 
a compilation of Norfolk village signs by John Timpson. 

This issue’s competition is the Queen’s Quiz, given out to visitors to the Jubilee 
celebration. If you didn’t receive a copy, and would like one, please email me with 
a request, to suebdaisy@supanet.com  

0UT AND ABOUT 

Broadland Chess Club Tour of Southern Spain 

6 members of Broadland Chess Club (based in Coltishall and Aylsham) have 
just returned from a very successful end of season tour of Southern Spain.  
The captain and tour organizer, Paul Badger, who lives in Tunstead, was       
extremely pleased with how well the tour played out, not only with the      
results of the various matches and tournaments in which he and his             
colleagues participated, but also with the spirit of friendliness and hospitality 
of the Spanish teams who hosted the events.  

Anyone interested in finding out more about Broadland Chess Club is         
welcome to contact Club Captain Paul Badger - Tel: 01603-737572 or         
Jonathan Reeve - Tel: 01263-733744. 

Ed:  If anyone else in the village has news that they would like to share with 
the village community, please contact Sue on 01603 737572 or email suebdaisy@supanet.com 
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C/o The Shambles 

Westwick Road 

Worstead 

Norfolk 

NR28  9SD 

 

Phone: 01692  536381 

E.mail: clerk@worstead.co.uk 

T u n s t e a d  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  
d e t a i l s :  PARISH COUNCIL WHO’S WHO 

Chairman  Gordon Gilding 

Vice Chairman  Abi Rudd               

Councillors  Elizabeth Powell Sue Badger 

   Wendy Atkins  Tim Place 

   Arnie Wlliamson Chris Oakes   

   Derek Kirk 

 

All councillors can be contacted via the Clerk:  

Johanna Gardner 01692 536381     clerk@worstead.co.uk 

 

District Councillor Trevor Ivory trevor.ivory@north-norfolk.gov.uk 

                                        07747 708623 (daytime) 

County Councillor:  Nigel Dixon            nigel.dixon@norfolk.gov.uk 

                                        01603 783885           07976 524602 

                                        www.norfolk.gov.uk/nigeldixon 

Local MP:    Norman Lamb     normanlambmp@gmail.com  

                                        Guyton House North Walsham 01692 403752 

                                        www.normanlamb.org.uk 

 

North Norfolk District Council: www.north-norfolk.gov.uk      

     01263 513811 

Norfolk County Council:         www.norfolk.gov.uk                 

                                                  0344 800 8020  

Useful Contacts 

 

All Emergency Service:  999 

Non emergency and 

PCSO Dack 

0845 4564567 

 

Parochial Church Council 

01692 536800 

 

Tunstead Primary School 

01603 737395 

www.tunsteadschool.co.uk 

 

Tunstead Village Hall & Recreation 

Ground Committee: 

01603 783377 

 
TUNSTEAD VILLAGE HALL & RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE 

Editor: Sue Badger 01603 737572  suebdaisy@supanet.com 

Tunstead Combined Charities (No: 1068529) 

The above charity is managed by five trustees – Rod McIIraith 
(Secretary & Treasurer), Mrs Helen Holmes, Mrs Betty Jackson 
and Mrs Liz Powell.  Mrs Powell, a Tunstead Parish Councillor, 
maintains the connection required with Tunstead Parish Coun-
cil, the Custodian Trustee.  At the time of producing this report 
there is one vacancy due to the resignation of Mr Alan Cham-
bers.  The trustees are seeking to fill this vacancy.    The Trus-
tees meet according to need to review any requests or con-
cerns and annually early in the year to agree the distribution of 
“beneficiary heating gifts”.  Annual accounts are submitted to 
the Charity Commissioners.    
Income for the Charity is derived from:-    a)  the rent of two 
pieces of land rented out for agriculture purposes including 
grazing;  b)  ground rent for electricity poles, and c)  Interest 
from the Charities Aid Foundation accounts. 
During 2011 a further piece of land was sold and the income 
from the sale deposited in the bank.  An outcome of this sale 
was that all the land is now registered with the Land registry. 
In 2012 The Trustees were in a financial position to agree 
beneficiary gifts to 25 households within the Parish of Tun-
stead with Sco Ruston.  There have been no other requests 
from any parishioners.  Tunstead Combined Charities does not 
distribute automatically to pensioners, widows, widowers.  
Any parishioner with a special need can approach the Secre-
tary for further information.  
Betty Jackson – Trustee 
17.04.12 
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200 CLUB MAY DRAW 

1st:  £32 No. 126   J Powell 

2nd  £25 No.  163   A Jackson 

3rd   £18 No.  142 C Pennington 

4th   £11 No.   192 P Haywood 

5th   £6 No.    20 D Wright 

6th   £6 No.  138 V Keen 

Next draw:  21st June 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICES 

Mobile Libraries are free to join and offer all 
the services of a main library. 

Times:  13.25—13.40  Fletcher Close 

13.45—14.00  Orchard Estate 

14.05—14.20  Granary Way 

14.25—14.45  Manor Close 

Dates of next visits: 

22nd June  20th July 

17th August  14th September 


