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St Mary’s Church was packed on the penultimate Wednesday 
of term for Tunstead Primary School’s carol service.  

And the brimming congregation of parents and family mem-
bers were able to join their children in a beautiful service 
with well known carols resounding around the church. Silent 
Night was a particular highlight as the school guitar group 
played and sang the first verse, while the reception children 
sang the first verse of Away in a Manger. There were three 
readings from Luke Chapter 2 verses 1-20, beautifully read by 
Maddy Egan-Gilbert, Matty Mayes and Ellie Amis, and       
children from reception class set out their nativity tableau 
during the second and third readings.   

Father Anthony then gave a prayer and a blessing. 

The school is very grateful to Father Anthony and John Carter 
for their hospitality and assistance with the service.                      
(Report by Jonathan Rice) 
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Tunstead School’s Carol ServiceTunstead School’s Carol Service  W elcome to 2013, and the 9th issue of the news-
letter, another 12-page publication thanks to 

the continuing support and generosity of our adver-
tisers.  Tunstead and Sco Ruston saw a tentative 
awakening of community action in the latter part of 
last year, with many residents supporting their village 
in quiz nights, a yard sale, evening entertainments 
and an impressive art & craft fayre.  Some of those 
events are reported here, (p5, 6 and 7).  Thanks to 
everyone who participated.  A new posting of forth-
coming events is also included on page 6. 

Tunstead school is well represented in this issue 
(pages 1, 2 and 10), and the prestigious visit by 
Bishop Graham, the Bishop of Norwich to Worstead 
Church is reported on page 3. Welcome news is the 
conversion of The Olive Branch, away from French 
chic, back towards rustic bar. And with the change 
comes the opportunity to use it not only as a social 
watering-hole for needy residents, but also as a    
community facility to host events such as quiz nights, 
games evenings and the like.  Its new aspect is       
profiled on page 4. 

This year hopes to build on these foundations, to  
foster a greater village vitality, to develop a stronger 
community responsibility and resolve.  Where the 
Council is often restricted by legal safeguards, which 
can be too easily translated into cautious procrastina-
tion, the community Action Group should be freer to 
initiate enterprise, to convert ideas into action, and 
to involve all residents.  But ideas and suggestions 
need the ‘we’ element to give them life.  Are ‘we’ up 
for this? 



 

The end of an eraThe end of an era——  Dorothy Ambrose takes early retirementDorothy Ambrose takes early retirement  

Jill Blackburn is clearly responsible!  Her quiet and 
assured approach with the youngest children so 
impressed Dorothy when she was selecting a 
school for her daughter Claire, that she looked no 
further.  Furthermore, when Jill was called up for 
jury service, Dorothy was persuaded to step into 
the breach, and from there, she was ‘hooked’.  
That was over 22 years ago. 

Although concentrating her classroom skills on the 
middle years, Dorothy spread her PE prowess to 
the whole school, bringing agility, energy and    
enthusiasm to the sessions, and defying the      
children’s expectations that, at 50, she would 
need to swap the climbing frame for a zimmer 
frame! 

Over the years many have witnessed her impres-
sive dance displays at school fetes, leading the 
children in a wide variety of styles.  One of her 
earliest teaching memories was of organising the 
popular songs in a mini-performance of Grease  
with her Yr3/4 class at Great Witchingham.   

The courage and ambition of such a venture in      
her first year of teaching illuminates her dynamic      
character that many of us came to know and         
respect. 

Why the early retirement?  Dorothy, like so many 
experienced teachers, is intuitive, flexible and  
adaptable, prepared to change a lesson’s focus to 
suit the mood, the circumstance, the chance.  This 
confidence of approach to be spontaneous is some-
thing that cannot be easily measured – especially by 
an OFSTED inspection – but which essentially makes 
a good teacher excellent.   Flexible?  She recalls with 
a wry smile of taking PE and dance lessons in the  
library through lack of alternative space!           
Adaptable?  She remembers decamping with her 
class to the confines of the library when Patrice 
Baldwin took over the entire [hall] area while she 
prepared for one of her famous Christmas           
spectaculars. 

But paperwork, target setting, constant progress-
assessing, although arguably a tiresome necessity, 
drains the spirit and tarnishes the task.  And so, 
while acknowledging that she will desperately miss 
the children as well as the sense of gratification in 
seeing them grow and develop under her care and 
tutelage, Dorothy has decided to change tack, slough 
off the time-consuming planning, preparation, 
evaluation and justification, and ‘try something else’.  
And whether that involves catching up with the   
travelling she previously never had time for, or     
focusing on a hitherto undeveloped interest or skill, 
only time will tell.  One can be sure that her retire-
ment won’t be wasted and that all zimmer-frame 
references remain consigned to the joke-box. 

We undertake new builds, renovations, 

extensions, driveways and paths. 

07909 835514 

CHRIS OAKES 

             builder 



 
The Bishop of Norwich visits St Mary’s Church WorsteadThe Bishop of Norwich visits St Mary’s Church Worstead  

Sunday 9th December will 
linger long in Alex Sirkett’s 
memory, for it heralded the 
very special visit of Bishop 
Graham, the Lord Bishop of 
Norwich to the parish church 
of St Mary the Virgin       
Worstead.  The Ritual Notes 
in the Book of Common 
Prayer state that, ‘The visit of 
the diocesan to a parish 
church is an event of the 
greatest importance and 
should be surrounded with 
all possible dignity and     
ceremony.’ Every aspect of 
the service – the perfect   
organisation, the passionate 

music and song,  and the sincere and heartfelt joy of the 
parishioners combined to make the visit a resounding 
success.  And as if to emphasise the event, as Bishop  
Graham entered the southern door of the church, the sun 
broke through, lighting up the whole church, and         
reflecting the beauty of the stained glass windows. 

Bishop Graham celebrated Holy Eucharist and preached a 
sermon, based on St Paul’s letter to the Phillippians, 
which explored the theme of unity and love, which is as 
topical today as when it was 
written, around 55AD.  He 
spoke with warmth and     
humour, but also with a    
subtle pedagogical approach, 
in which he pointed out that 
‘you may not like those in 
[your community], but you 
must love them’, for their 
thoughts and actions were as 
true a representation of 
God’s will as your own.  After 
the Liturgy of the Word he commissioned and blessed 
Andrew Mark Berry as subdeacon in the benefices of 
Worstead and Tunstead with Sco Ruston.  The organ  
master was Patrick Hawes, who played with typical verve 

and passion, matched by 
the beautiful singing of the 
choir, led by choir master 
Dominic Vlasto.   The 
Bishop was supported by 
Father Anthony and the 
church wardens Simon 
Shaw and John Carter, of 
Worstead and Tunstead 
churches consecutively.  

After the service, 
Alex Sirkett took 
great pleasure in 
presenting Ethnie 
Christmas to Bishop 
Graham as the     
oldest resident in 

the parish of 
Tunstead and 
who is still active 
in all aspects of 
church life, in-
cluding the choir. 

Worstead church is especially fortunate in having 
strong musical links: Mark Berry’s day job is as a 
manager to Patrick Hawes, the organist and      
composer who wrote the Highgrove Suite,         
commissioned by HRH The Prince of Wales in 2009.  
Each piece in the suite was inspired by an aspect of 
Prince Charles’ garden at Highgrove House. Dominic 
Vlasto is the leader of the Hickling based Nonsuch 
Singers, which is a small a cappella group that sings 
anthems, motets and madrigals, and include poetry 
and prose readings in their concerts. 

Patrick Hawes (left) and  
Dominic Vlasto 



 

A.R.PayneA.R.Payne  
      General Small BuilderGeneral Small Builder  

      20+ years’ experience:20+ years’ experience:  

 BrickworkBrickwork  
 PlasteringPlastering  
 WoodworkWoodwork  
 TilingTiling  

 DecoratingDecorating  

      Call Andy on :Call Andy on :  

      07706 991 44307706 991 443  

      01603 73780701603 737807  

QUIZ & 

CHIPS 

Tuesday 5th 

March at The 

Olive Branch 

Start 7pm 

The Olive Branch comes home ....The Olive Branch comes home ....  

Extending       
the hand of      
friendship. 

The Olive Branch 
opened 5 years ago as 
a stylish French 
themed restaurant 
with a rustic feel, and  

for a time this was successful, but circumstances have changed, both 
economically and in food preference.  Ian Matthews, the proprietor, 
has had to examine the current position, and adapt to suit people’s 
new expectations.  So, while the restaurant will remain for the week-
ends, the weekdays will more reflect the attitude of a country pub, 
with a new menu to complement this.  As to attracting the local      
villagers, Ian’s noticed that the local regulars are people who are rela-
tively new to the village, as opposed to the ‘core’ of residents who 
used to frequent the pub before the change.  The challenge now is to 
tempt them back in, and to this end, there is a push to find out what 
they want and try to provide that. 

Firstly, he wants to move people’s perception away from thinking that 
the place is predominantly a restaurant, and that if people come in for 
a drink, they won’t get a menu foist on them.  He wants people to feel 
welcome, and recognise that there is a range of different areas to  
cater for a variety of choices, and  he’s open to suggestions- music 
nights, clubs or groups of people, quiz nights... even darts, which 
seems to be making a come-back generally. 

The Olive Branch is open from 10am; the coffee shop is open until 
10pm, though often stands empty.  It is reasonably popular through 
the day, with groups of people - either young mothers with babies and 
toddlers, or people out walking. It’s got a relaxed, social feel to it,   
unhurried and friendly.  And the food remains of a very high standard.  
Now, in addition,  if you’re a friend of the Olive Branch on Facebook, 

you get 10% off drinks at the bar. 

Ian adds, “Interestingly, when the     
rumour was going round just after 
Christmas that we were closing down, I 
got several messages from people     
expressing their disappointment, in  
effect saying that the village can’t lose 

its last facility, but this isn’t a charity, it’s a commercial venture, and in 
order to stay open, it has to be used.” 

So, Ian’s pub is changing – and if we want 
this facility to remain, we must support it.  
TAG is certainly going to hold its next quiz 
night there, likewise Paul’s games night.  If 
you play in a band, and want an audience,    
contact Ian Matthews on 01603 737535.  
Use it, or lose it. 



 
Our youth revisitedOur youth revisited——an evening with Graham Johnsan evening with Graham Johns  

The school hall 
was transformed, 
with seasonal 
lights and decora-
tions adorning 
walls and    tables; 
the harsh strip 
lights were       

replaced by Graham’s own stage set, and the            
ambience was both relaxing and friendly.  Very few of 
us had had the chance to hear Graham sing before, 
apart from the rather disjointed appearance at the 
Queen’s Jubilee Party, and were all in agreement that 
his voice was strong and resonant, that his accompani-
ment – either on solo guitar or with background       
support – was first class, and that his stage presence 
was warm and confident. 

An act to be 
repeated?   

 

Definitely. 

The ‘Evening with     
Graham Johns’, held 
on Saturday 1st      
December, was a    
performance of 2 
halves: at first we, the 
audience, were       
cautious, hesitant to 
get involved, and you 
could feel that       
Graham was feeling 
his way,  judging the 
mood, deciding on his       
approach; but  having 
got the measure of us, 
the second half was 
an absolute joy!  He 
gave us songs we’d 

forgotten about, but as is the way of memory, once 
stirred, it flows back with surprising ease, and we sang 
along with stuttering recall but enormous pleasure.  
We requested Buddy Holly, Elvis, Cliff, the Everley 
Brothers, Billy Fury and even Adam Faith.  That     
probably gives you an idea of the age of the audience!  
A couple of us even attempted to resurrect a jive to 
the strains of Johnny B Good! 



TAG Committee meeting 8th JanuaryTAG Committee meeting 8th January   
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The making and placing of a large board will be 
strongly considered.  An ‘A’ board advertising 
forthcoming events could be placed at any event 
being held. 

Forthcoming events:  See below 

Items under AOB were deferred until next meet-
ing, on Tuesday 5th February. 

Meeting closed 9.10pm 

February:  Saturday 23rd: Battle of the Bands. 

March:   Saturday 9th March:  Race Night at Church 
Farm.  Start 7.30.  Tickets £5 from Wendy 01603 
783377 or Derek 01603 737097 

May: Sunday 5th: Yard Sale: Contact John on 
01603 738221 for details. 

June:  Sunday 9th Open Gardens linked with Open 
Studio Arts exhibition.  For details, email         
suebdaisy@supanet.com or phone 01603 737572 

August: Saturday 17th.  Tunstead Summer Fair 
with Medieval Society. 

Regular Events: 

Bingo:  Every alternate Thursday from 7th February 
from 7.30. Wendy 01603 783377 

Gardening Club: last Tuesday in every month 7.30.  
Derek: 01603 737097 

Games night: 3rd Tuesday in every month, begin-
ning 19th February.  Fun evening with cards and 
board games.  7pm at The Olive Branch Tunstead.  
Board fee £1.  Further info:                                   
email paulbadger@supanet.com 

Quiz & Chips night in The Olive Branch: 1st Tuesday 
in every month, beginning 5th March. 7pm start.£1 
per head. Andy: 07788 797813 

Zumba/Dance in Tunstead School: every Wednes-
day 6.30 – 7.25. £5. Abi: 07979 693601 

Computer class with Jamie Nickerson:  in The 
Olive Branch every Thursday 6.30- 8.30 £7.50. Ja-

mie 01692 630553 

Photography with  John Harris: Thursday evenings’ 
Phone 01603 737509 for details. 

TAG meeting: 7pm in Portakabin, 8th January 

Present: Abi Rudd, John Warren, Paul and Sue 
Badger, Derek Kirk, Wendy Atkins, Andy Rowe 

Absent: Arnie Williamson 

Apologies from: Gordon Gilding, Liz Powell 

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed 
and signed. 

Matters arising:  Gordon has now signed the Consti-
tution; the website on the Charity Commission has 
been partially updated.  Wendy submitted the 
monthly accounts, which were approved. 

Andy has agreed to trial MyOffice for a month; Paul 
informed the committee about the Google Office 
Suite, which may do the same job for free.  Derek is 
to look further into a replacement for the decrepit 
container.  The planings have been ordered – the 
weather has been against the possibility of laying it. 

It was agreed unanimously to have the portakabin 
roof repaired; Derek will discuss the job further 
with Ron Jarvis.  The cost is likely to be between 
£1,100 and £1,900, depending on the guttering  
aspect.  A visit to Neatishead Village Hall has not 
been organised due to Ian MacFadyen not respond-
ing to the request made.  Abi is to investigate the 
Hall For All spotted in Weston Longville near      
Lenwade. 

It was agreed that there is no one method of adver-
tising that has guaranteed success.  All the methods 
tried so far will be tried again, with the exception of 
the bulletin, which was too costly.  Derek will inves-
tigate the road side boards (both small and large), 
though warned that many of the smaller size get 
stolen or removed by the Council.   

FORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTS  

mailto:suebdaisy@supanet.com


Tunstead’s First Art & Craft FayreTunstead’s First Art & Craft Fayre  

In every community 
there are people 
who think about 
doing, people who 
do, and people who 
do it creatively.  And 
within the latter 
category, there are 
those who overtly 
flag up their 
achievements, those 

who can be persuaded 
to reveal their talent, 
and those who, for a 
myriad of reasons, 
keep their accomplish-
ments hidden.   Half of 
the residents displaying 
their artistic work had 
already been uncov-
ered last May at the 
Queen’s Jubilee Cele-
bration – Andy Rowe, 
Frances Dewis, Richard Bennett, Andrew and Rosemary 
Blanch, but to unearth 4 more – Thomas Adamski, Linda 
Bishop, Sue Lismonde and Tyrone Hood was exciting.  In 
all, 33 submissions were displayed across 2 rooms: a 
wide cross-section of styles and genres representative 
of Tunstead’s acknowledged artistic talent. 

But artistic creativity need not be confined to the can-
vas: the displays of some of the craft stalls were breath-
taking in their imaginative ingenuity.  In particular, Sarah 
Farmer-Wright’s stall ‘Cards on the Table’ was an abso-
lute masterpiece of craft construction, displaying not 
only superbly designed cards but delightful miniature 
square cushions, termed ‘Christmas lovelies’ by Sarah, 
and attractive hanging button swags to adorn nurseries, 
cots or prams.  What a pity, what a crying shame, that 
Tunstapathy prevented more people seeing this for  

themselves.  Unusual decoupage pictures, brilliant in 
design and appearance; opulent crystals set in decora-
tive jewellery; inventive knitwear displayed as toys, 
scarves, mittens and so much more; hand-sewn cush-
ions, petals sparkling with originality; and more down-to 
earth jewellery with a twist of uniqueness. 

Another   
aspect of the 
weekend’s 
success was 
the social 
element: 
Sherrill 
Farrow light-
heartedly 

quipped that she didn’t call these events ‘craft fayres’ 
but social catch-ups, and this feature was predominant: 
the bonhomie amongst the ‘stallers’ was tangible; 
maybe they recognised a kindred spirit as they sat    
manning their stalls.  Tony Frost, displaying some      
outstanding wild-life photographs (and SO reasonably 
priced), was delighted to talk to some camera-wanna-
be’s about his techniques, approaches and his 500mm 
lens!  Envy was palpable. 

The refreshments did not disappoint: recognising that 
Tunstead possesses several talented cake-makers, an 
advert was placed in the last newsletter, expressly invit-
ing local cake bakers to participate in Tunstead’s patis-
serie.   Such a response.  Whole sponges, fruit cakes, 
Christmas cakes, dozens of mince pies, beautifully de-
signed cup-cakes, cookies and brownies, all appeared on 
the day.  What a triumph of local cuisinier.  Well done, 
ladies! (and gentleman.) 

It was agreed to run another art & craft fayre in the 
Summer, as part of a wider festival.   

Bev Bright & Sherrill Farrow 

To see more pictures by Tunstead’s artists, log on 
to our gallery at:                                                       
tunsteadpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
Community/Tunstead Artists 7 Sarah’s beautifully presented card stall. 

Gill GartlandGill Gartland——the local Knitthe local Knit--NurseNurse  



Bounce and Rhyme Time at the library on alternate Tuesdays 
1.30pm-2.00pm 

Songs and rhymes for babies, toddlers, parents and carers. 

The next dates are 12th February, 26th February, 12th March 
and 26th March 

 Jigsaw Swap  Swap your jigsaws at Wroxham Library- bring in a 
complete one that you have finished and swap it with one of 
the jigsaws we have here. 

Jennifer Bale,  Library Manager 

Wroxham Library  01603 782560 
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                    200 CLUB December Draw 

1st   £35  No 7    G Kirby      4th   £14  No 191   N Sutton 
 
2nd  £28  No 28  C Gould     5th   £6   No 6        A Potter 
 
3rd   £21  No 5    B Wales     6th   £6    No 115  M Mann 

Ethel Maude Quadling (nee Newstead)  January1924Ethel Maude Quadling (nee Newstead)  January1924——  December 2012December 2012  

The trio of lively long-lived ladies of Market Street has 
been sadly diminished by the death of Ethel Quadling,  
a month before her 89th birthday.  Along with Ethnie 
and Phyllis, she would spend long afternoons in the 
peace and warmth of her summerhouse, revisiting 
memories of their lives and larks in Tunstead. 

Hailing originally from Aylsham, she moved to Tunstead 
with her parents when she was 3, living in Hall Farm 
where her father worked.  She attended Tunstead 
School where she met Ethnie and Phyllis, forging a 
friendship which would last until her death.  An only 
child, she worked most of her life: at Roys, in the Land 
Army, at the local fruit farms and lastly at the Ross   
factory at Westwick.  Her marriage to Ray lasted 57 
years, during which her son Michael was born, grew up, 
married, had sons Mark and Paul, and died at the    
tragically young age of 45.  With the passing of Ray in 
2004, Ethel has lived alone, supported by her small but 
hugely devoted family. 

 

 

 

Ethel loved knitting (she kept her family well kitted out 
for jumpers and the like) and was a devotee of garden-
ing, although she may not have recognised the species 
of orchid given to her by her mischievous grandson, only 
later realising that plastic plants don’t need watering!  
And then of course, there was the  curious incident of 
the cannabis in the greenhouse...   

She will be sadly missed. 

Ethel (left)  
with her 
friends     
Phyllis and 
Ethnie. 

                    200 CLUB November Draw 

1st   £32  No 116  J Pennington  4th   £11 No 73 J Sharp 
 
2nd  £25  No 109  P Talbot     5th   £6  No 38  P Kirby 
 
3rd   £18 No 60  S Holland     6th   £6    NO 112 T Holmes 

Wroxham Library has something for everyone: from console games 
to the latest best-sellers. We can teach older people how to use the 
internet on one of our free Surf’s Up courses; lend out toys and 
books for children in our brilliant Story Sacks; help you reminisce 
with someone you’re caring for using one of our beautiful reminis-
cence kits or even deliver books direct to your door if you find it diffi-
cult to get to the library. 

With eBooks to download, our online catalogue you can search from 
home, renewals available 24 hours a day online or by phone and 47 
libraries (not to mention our 13 mobile libraries) across Norfolk, it’s 
never been easier to use your library service. 

Here are some of the activities on offer: 

Coffee Mornings every Monday, 10.00am-12.00pm 
Afternoon Tea on Thursday afternoons, 3.00pm-4.00pm 
 
Happy Hours 2 for 1 on DVDs and CDs. 
Monday 10am-1pm 
Wednesday 2pm-5pm 
Friday  4.30pm-7.30pm 

You’re in for a treat at your local libraryYou’re in for a treat at your local library  SNOWDROP             
& ACONITE         
WALK               
WITH BRUNCH                       
At    HOVETON HOUSE 

Sunday 24th February 2013 from 
11am-2pm. 

Tickets: £7.50 Adults 
(Children under 12 £3.00) 

In aid of Autism Anglia and 
St John’s Church Hoveton  

telephone 01692 630892  



 

I counted 20 vehicles that time.  16 of them notched up 
30+ on the VAS.  Now I don’t believe that those offend-
ing drivers were deliberately breaking the law, I believe 
that complacency and a degree of thoughtlessness were 
the main ingredients.  But still.  But still. 

At the most recent police surgery, the main concern 
amongst the villagers was the consistent speeding 
through the village.  (Clearly a concern that is justified!)
The VASs are here only for a short time (we are sharing 
them with 5 other villages).  Are the ‘Concerned of Tun-
stead’ concerned enough to rise up and take an active 
and physical stand against speeding?  If so, let’s organ-
ise the second-coming of the speed-watch group.  The 
first group, conceived from anger and unity, began with 
little more than a whimper and eventually fizzled out 
altogether.  COME ON! If speeding’s an important issue 
for you, tell us.  Sign up.  Email the Parish Council.  Email 
TAG.  Email the website.  Email the newsletter.  But do-
ing nothing and then complaining is not an option. 

By now you’ve all 
probably seen the 
Vehicle Activated 
Signs (VAS) along 
Market Street.  
One (which is des-
tined for Anchor 
Street) is placed 
on the run-up to 
the school; the 
other is just before 
Laurel Farm Barns.  
Both are clear to 

observe for about 2-300m beforehand.  I stood and 
watched, midweek, and counted the vehicles as they 
whooshed by towards the school. 

 Now, whether or not you agree with the 30mph restric-
tion, it is legal and mandatory.   It has been set at that 
speed for a reason.  RoSPA’s research has found that 
between 30 and 40mph, the risk of a pedestrian being 
fatally injured when hit by a car increases significantly. A 
pedestrian who is hit at 40mph is between three-and-a-
half to five-and-a-half times more likely to be killed than 
a pedestrian who is hit at 30mph. There are a number of 
other reasons why 30mph has been designated the safe 
speed in residential areas. (See 
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/adviceandinformat
ion/driving/speed/inappropriate-speed.aspx). 

 

Market Street’s new Vehicle Activated SignsMarket Street’s new Vehicle Activated Signs  

Community Classes: Computer and ArtCommunity Classes: Computer and Art  

Jamie Nickerson continues to run his computer     ses-
sions at  the new venue of The Olive Branch, every 
Thursday evening, from 6.30—8.30pm, for £7.50 per 
session.  He tailors his tutoring  for the individual 
needs of his students.  His computer  curriculum is 
available on the website:                                                
tunsteadpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/community 

For more information, contact Jamie on 01692 630553 
or email him on Jamie@burntfen.plus.com. 

Les Lucas is still willing to hold Art classes at the 
freshly decorated mobile on Monday evenings and 
Wednesday mornings.  If too few students apply to 
make a class viable, there is the option to join his 
popular classes at Smallburgh Village Hall  which run 
each Thursday (am, pm and evening). Contact him on 
01692 536894. 

http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/adviceandinformation/driving/speed/inappropriate-speed.aspx
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/adviceandinformation/driving/speed/inappropriate-speed.aspx
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A VIEW FROM THE STAGE 

As many of you will know Tunstead Primary School 
presented Aladdin as their Christmas panto.  

Preparations for the productions began in October 
when Miss Jones and Miss Gallaway announced that 
rehearsals would be held. The children had to prepare 
their own audition piece; a song, a dance, a paragraph 
from a book or a short play.  

Once the main roles had been given out Miss Jones 
and Miss Gallaway had the smaller parts to contend 
with. But soon they had all been snatched up as well. 

When rehearsals started, everyone was engrossed in 
their scripts, trying to learn their lines. However, the 
play got better and better over the following weeks. 

There were two perform-
ances on Tuesday 18th 
December. The main 
parts were Abanazer,  
brilliantly played by 
Maddy Egan-Gilbert, 
Aladdin played by the 
excellent Bradley Flint, 
Princess Martini played 
by the wonderful Molly 
Bean, and there were 
many other great per-
formances by Freddie Woodrow, Emily Keen, Paige 
Riches, Luke Symonds, Carla Richardson-Rowe, Ellie 
Amis and Lorna Hatch. Some of the younger children 
performed a skeleton dance to Thriller by Michael 
Jackson, which was great fun, as was the dragon 
dance. 

The highlight of the show was the duet between   
Bradley and Molly, A Whole New World. 

The cast would like to thank Miss Jones and Miss     
Gallaway for putting on the whole production, Miss 
Powell for the brilliant scenery and props, and Mrs 
Ivory and Mrs Godden for the fabulous face painting. 

 (Report by Lorna Hatch, Year 6) 

A VIEW FROM THE PIT 

The school’s panto players performed their Christmas 
play during the final week of term: an action-packed, 
highly amusing version of Aladdin, full of quips and 
wisecracks and one-liners aimed  at an enthralled      
audience of adoring parents and grandparents.  The 
sense of fun conveyed by the actors was infectious; the 
script included little gems of topicality, such as          
Abanazar referring to one of the wonders of the world 
as  ‘The Hanging Gardens of Market Street’ and the 
depths of despair which was North Walsham.  The    
tawdry lamp was described by Mother Twanky as  being 
precious: “It’s got a hall-mark – look, it says ‘Property of 
Tunstead Village Hall – please return’.” 

Class 4 (Years 5 & 6) provided the main characters, and 
the casting was well chosen, each performer showing 
thought and confidence, with only the occasional lapse 
into giggles.  The singing highlight was performed by 
Aladdin (Bradley Flint) serenading Princess Martini 
(Molly Bean) with an impressive rendition of ‘A Whole 
New World’: he displayed a strong, mature voice, never 
once losing the key.  With a sudden flash (unexpectedly 
bright in the evening’s performance) the ‘delicate’ genie 
(Ellie Amis) appeared to grant the statutory 3 wishes; 
the evil Abanazar  strode menacing around the stage 
inviting boos and jeers, spectacularly portrayed by  
Maddie Egan-Gilbert, complemented perfectly by his
(her) droll sidekick Wan Ton (Lorna Hatch). 

Quips aside, the main dancing was provided by a colos-
sal drudge of skeletons, recruited from all years, looking 
disturbingly scary as they shook, swayed and stomped 
their way across a darkened stage to the strains of 
‘Thriller’. There were little cameos of delight, such as 
the suitor Sheik RatttleNRoll (Grace Doxey) leaping 
around to Bill Haley, and Widow Twanky (Freddie 
Woodrow)  negotiating the steps wearing high heels, 
fetchingly set off with grey socks. 

Above all, the element of fun was sustained, with the 
cast inviting the audience to participate, and the        
audience responding with laughter, applause and the 
mandatory “He’s behind you!”   

Well done the whole company. 

Tunstead Church Services for February & MarchTunstead Church Services for February & March  

Sunday  3rd February: 4pm: Evensong  

Sunday 17th February: 10.30am :Group Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 3rd March:  4pm: Evensong 

Sunday 17th March: 10.30am: Group Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 31st March:  Easter Sunday. 



Tunstead Parish Council Tunstead Parish Council ––  meeting meeting 

on 15th January at the Village Hallon 15th January at the Village Hall  

Below is a summary of the Council meeting.                   
A  complete record can be found on the website. 

Jo Gardner, Clerk, and 6 of the 9 councillors were    
present; Nigel Dixon (NCC) was also present; Trevor 
Ivory (NNDC) was absent for the 4th meeting in a row.  

Under Matters 
Arising from the 
previous minutes, 
the on-going   
issue over 
whether the 
Council gives   
financial help to 
St Mary’s Church 

for the reduction to the 6 Lime trees on the Church 
approach was discussed at length.  At the time of going 
to press, work had not begun, although it is under-
stood that the trees will be ‘crown cleaned’ at a cost of 
£1,800, and not pollarded.  2 of the Councillors were in 
favour of helping, recognising that the Church was  
facing financial hardship; the other 4 (plus 1 proxy) 
voted against any financial help on the grounds that 
the  precept had already been set before this issue 
arose, and that maintenance of the Church’s trees was 
not a priority for spending public money.  It was      
suggested that stronger community links should be 
forged between Church and village. 

Regarding the playground equipment bids, 2 of the 3 
bids have failed, but have been resubmitted with     
alterations, and 2 further bids are underway.  It was 
agreed to keep the website and newsletter formats the 
same; the latter’s format was preferred over ‘The NIB’, 
both in content and style. 

Nigel Dixon reported that 
NCC has paid £1 million 
for the former RAF base 
at Coltishall, although 
plans and  ideas for its 
redevelopment are still 
fluid. If you wish to add 
your voice, either critically or constructively, contact 
NCC’s website and go to ‘Future of RAF Coltishall’.  He 
also brought up the subject of the possible vehicular 
closure of all 6 of Tunstead’s level crossings (bar     
Market Street), a move proposed by Network Rail who 
has deemed the crossings to be unsafe, largely due to 
vehicles crossing without phoning for train information 
first.  Some, of course, are rarely used, if ever – like 
that down Wateringpit Lane; others, such as the     
Coltishall Lane crossing, are frequently in use.   

It may be viewed as predominantly a safety issue, or as 
a cost-cutting measure, but a compromise may be that 
padlocks are secured on the gates, with keys supplied 
to the farmers who regularly use them. 

Airvolution has submitted a planning application to 
NNDC for 2 wind turbines; this was discussed only    
superficially, since it has not been formally presented 
to Tunstead PC , but it was clear that views will be    
polarised and contentious.  (A press release from     
Airvolution is reprinted below—have your say but com-
ment from a position of knowledge.) 

Airvolution Energy Limited has now 
submitted their application to NNDC 
for turbines on the Scottow Estate.  The application is 
for 2 turbines, the total height of which will be 126.5m, 
and will generate electricity to the consumption of ap-
proximately 2,500 homes each year (based on site wind 
speed data from GL Garrad Hassan and DECC2010 aver-
age household consumption of 4,370KWh per year).  It 
will seek a 25 year planning permission; the community 
benefit fund will be £12,000 per year, totalling 
£300,000 over the operating period. 

The key planning documents and visuals showing how 
the turbines will look will be available to download at 
www.scottow-wind.co.uk<http://www.scottow-
wind.co.uk.  Comments can be made to NNDC when 
the application has been registered; the project web-
site will provide the Registration Number and link to 
the council website where    comments can be made. 

Airvolution Energy encourage residents to contact 
them with any questions about the project by visiting 
the website or emailing info@scottow-wind.co.uk. 

For a factual assessment on the  common concerns 
about  wind power, go to www.cse.org.uk, which has 
published a thorough and non-emotive review. 
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C/o The Shambles 

Westwick Road 

Worstead 

Norfolk 

NR28  9SD 

Phone: 01692  536381 (Mon-Fri) 

Email: clerk@worstead.co.uk 

 

Web: 
tunsteadpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk 

Tunstead Parish Tunstead Parish   

Council details:Council details:  
Chairman  Gordon Gilding 

Vice Chairman  Abi Rudd 

Councillors  Liz Powell  Sue Badger 

   Wendy Atkins  Tim Place 

   Arnie Williamson Chris Oakes   

   Derek Kirk 

All councillors can be contacted via the Clerk:  

Johanna Gardner 01692 536381               clerk@worstead.co.uk 

                                      (contact  between Monday—Friday) 

Newsletter and website contributions to Sue Badger 01603 737572 or  

              suebdaisy@supanet.com 

 

District Councillor       Trevor Ivory: trevor.ivory@north-norfolk.gov.uk 

                                       07747 708623 (daytime) 

County Councillor: Nigel Dixon : nigel.dixon@norfolk.gov.uk 

                                       01603 783885   or   07976 524602 

                                       www.norfolk.gov.uk/nigeldixon 

Local MP:   Norman Lamb: normanlambmp@gmail.com  

                                       The Garden Centre,North Walsham 01692 403752 

                                        www.normanlamb.org.uk 

 

North Norfolk District Council: www.north-norfolk.gov.uk      

               01263 513811 

Norfolk County Council:           www.norfolk.gov.uk      0344 800 8020  

Useful Contacts 

 

All Emergency Service:  999 

Non emergency and 

PCSO Dack 

0845 4564567 

 

Parochial Church Council 

01692 536800 

 

Tunstead Primary School 

01603 737395 

www.tunsteadschool.co.uk 

 

Tunstead Village Hall & Recreation 

Ground Committee: 

Secretary: 01603 737572 

 

PARISH COUNCIL WHO’S WHOPARISH COUNCIL WHO’S WHO  

Do you have a story to tell?  A hobby or 
interest to share? A talent or skill to de-
scribe?  Does your child make you 
proud? Contact Sue on 01603 737572 

 
      COMPUTER LESSONS                 MONTHLY MOBILE LIBRARY STOPSCOMPUTER LESSONS                 MONTHLY MOBILE LIBRARY STOPS  

Dates & Times for 2013: 

1st February 

1st  March 

26th April 

24th May 

21st June 

19th July 

16th August 

13th September 

11th October 

8th November 

6th December 

Fletcher Close 13.25—13.40 

Orchard Estate  13.45—14.00 

Granary Way 14.05—14.20 

Manor Close  14.25—14.45 

Did you know that: 

Your library card can be used in all Nor-
folk Libraries and Mobile Libraries. An 
adult card holder can borrow up to 15 
books, 4 children’s non-fiction, 15 spo-
ken word, 10 music/video items, 6 DVDs, 
2 software games, 2 magazines and 6 
ebooks on their library card at any one 
time 

A child’s card holder can borrow up to 15 
books, 10 spoken word, 10 music/video 
items, 6 DVDs, 2 software games, 2 
magazines and 6 ebooks on their card at 
one time. 

Books can be borrowed for 8 weeks from 
any Mobile Library and can be returned 
to any branch library or mobile library in 
Norfolk. Mobile Libraries do not charge 
fines for overdue items 

Items can be reserved via the on-line 
catlogue  www.library.norfolk.gov.uk for 
collection from your local mobile library. 
A reservation charge may be payable on 
collection of the item. 

USE IT—DON’T LOSE IT! 
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What:       Computer Classes 

For whom:   Beginners and those who have   
limited experience of using laptops or a PC. 

When:       27 February 2013 from 1.00 –        
       3.00pm for 5 weeks 

Where:       Tunstead Primary School 

By whom:    Adult Education and Guidance Ser-
vice, Community Partnerships tutor, with addi-
tional support from children Years 5 and 6 at 
Tunstead Primary School.                                        

Charge:        FREE.  

Who to contact: Gilly Plumb on 01493 856647 
                 or 07733018250 

These classes have been organised by the     
Tunstead Village Hall and Recreation Ground 
Committee with the support of Tunstead      
Primary School and Adult Education.  

A minimum of 8 students are required for the 
course to run, please contact Gilly for further 
information and to enrol. 

http://www.library.norfolk.gov.uk/

