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Worstead Heritage Trails 
Discovering the Village and Parish  

Two trails of 40 sites many of which have links with the Wool Trade and Worsted cloth which made the 
village world famous. 

This document and accompanying map display in the churchyard have been produced by a local 
partnership, comprising the Worstead Parish Council, The Worstead PCC and The Worstead Guild of 
Weavers Spinners and Dyers through their project Spinning a Yarn in Worstead, a project funded by 
the National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund. Celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
Worstead Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers  - July 2012. 

 

Worstead Parish Council 
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WORSTEAD HERITAGE TRAILS   
 
FOREWORD 
 
The parish of Worstead has two main claims to fame: it gave its 
name to the cloth called worsted; and the group of Baptist buildings 
in Meeting House Hill is unique among the remains of C19 
Nonconformity. However the parish has much more to offer, for 
instance to those interested in, say, archaeology, architecture, 
landscape, religious and social history.  We have a rich heritage that 
deserves to be better known in and beyond our community. 
 
These notes accompany the Worstead Heritage Map and Trails 
unveiled by the Worstead Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers at 
the Worstead Festival in July 2012.  A separate map is planned for 
Meeting Hill. After a short introduction the text explains a little of 
the history behind each of the sites and buildings, using the same 
numbers as the Map and the Trail leaflets.   
 
We all owe a debt of gratitude to those who have shared their 
memories, writings and websites with us: a select bibliography and 
further acknowledgements are appended. Now we pay particular 
tribute to the late Brian Morgan, who led the Worstead Guild of 
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers into the Spinning a Yarn in Worstead 
Project: his inspiration lies behind the partnership of the Guild, the 
Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council who are working 
to promote Worstead’s heritage. We are especially grateful to Ian 
Rendall and the team who wrote ‘Worstead Woven,’ and to the 
Norfolk Historic Environment Record (hereafter NHER). I thank 
Douglas Harding who gave me his papers on Worstead and 
Catherine Wilkins who shared her researches with me. I also thank 
Rosemary Rix, Ron Barrett, Stefan Ganther, and Anthony Long, 
whose ideas and contributions have added much to what I have 
written. Sometimes historical sources are contradictory or even 
wrong. I have done my best to eliminate errors: please tell me where 
you know otherwise! Please share with us the memories you have.  
                                                                       
     Peter Brice  July 2012 
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INTRODUCING WORSTEAD’S HISTORY 
 
a) Archaeology  
 
Some significant archaeological finds have been made in the parish: 
two Neolithic polished flint axeheads (NHER 7573, 17513); a Bronze 
Age stone axe-hammer (NHER 11398); a decorated unlooped 
Bronze Age palstave axe (NHER 11132); a ring ditch (NHER 49221) 
which appeared as a cropmark on an aerial photograph in 1976 and 
probably belonged to a Bronze Age round barrow; an Iron Age 
ditch (NHER 41157); and - as yet - no evidence from the Roman 
period, although a Roman road ran through nearby Sloley and 
Roman finds have been made across the River Ant valley in Dilham. 
The finds from Worstead suggest some prehistoric activity in the 
parish but probably little permanent settlement.   
 
b) The evidence of place-names in the parish 
 
Worstead’s name is Saxon in origin and means an enclosure and/or 
a farmstead or homestead. The Danish ending -gate means street 
and offers us a late C9 or early C10 date for Worstead’s outlying 
hamlets. Bengate means the street through the bean field; Briggate 

Plates 2+3 -  ©2005-2012 Andrew Macnair. All rights reserved. Faden’s Map of Norfolk  
(First published 1797)  



4 

the street over the bridge; Holgate (near the Recycling Centre) the 
street through the hollow; Lyngate the street though the flax field or 
lime trees; and Withergate the street through the willows. Brockley 
(round the station) and Orpley (now Meeting Hill) have Saxon 
derivations as the badger’s clearing in the wood and Orp’s clearing 
in the wood. 
 
c) Worstead in the Domesday Book of 1086 AD 
 
The first document to mention Worstead is dated as late as 1044-47 
AD, because few records survived the Danish invasion of East 
Anglia from 866-70 and the periods of Danish rule thereafter. So 
Worstead’s written history really begins with the Domesday Book, 
where Worstead has three entries under different spellings of its 
name: Wredesteda, Vredesteda and Ordesteda. The first entry 
suggests two land-holdings, usually called manors; the other two 
entries one manor each. Deductions from the three entries indicate 
that Worstead may then have had some 264 inhabitants. 
 
d) The weaving of worsted  
 
Worsted cloth takes its name from Worstead. It was woven here 
from at least as early as 1301 when ‘cloth of Worstead’ was 
presented to the Assize Judges in Norwich; and in 1309 the 
Chamberlain’s rolls of Norwich Cathedral Priory recorded the 
purchase of 381.5 ells of the ‘cloth of Worstead’ for the monks’ 

Plate 4 - A postcard thought to date from the 1950’s - Courtesy Peter Brice. 
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summer habits (an ell was 45 inches). For at least five centuries 
Worstead was at the heart of worsted weaving in the towns and 
villages north of Norwich. Worsted cloth brought great wealth to 
some of Worstead’s people, especially to the master-weavers. They 
were the merchants who supplied long staple wool to the weavers 
who wove Worstead’s fine plain worsteds and then sold the cloth for 
a good profit, if we judge by St Mary’s, the grand houses on 
Church Plain and by evidence from the Paston Letters. In the 1480s 
Edmund Paston II wrote to William Paston III, then barely 21, urging 
him to consider as a potential wife ‘a widow of Worstead, who was 
wife to one Bolt, a worsted merchant worth a thousand pounds and 
gave his wife a hundred marks in money, household stuff, and plate 
to the value of a hundred marks, and ten pounds a year in land. 
She is called a fair gentlewoman... [She] is about thirty years, and 
has but two children.’ Mr Bolt was seriously rich with a capital of 
£1000, when most waged labourers took home £2 to £4 a year! 

Plate 5 - © Worstead Festival - from Worstead Woven first published 2000. 
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We have some evidence of ordinary weavers, spinners and dyers. 
The poll tax return of 1379 for Worstead identifies forty-five 
‘websteres’ (weavers) among the 282 taxpayers in the parish. There 
were also three ‘taillours’ and one ‘wolleman’. This compares well 
with the evidence for North Walsham where the poll-tax returns of 
1380-81 identify forty-six weavers, eight fullers, three dyers, two 
spinsters and a slay-maker in (a slay was a tool to beat up the 
weft). So as a centre of cloth manufacture, Worstead rivalled North 
Walsham and it was probably of similar size: in the mid C15 
Worstead paid more tax than North Walsham, and as late as 1724 
Daniel Defoe spoke of Worstead as one of the principal towns of 
North Norfolk (alongside Aylsham, North Walsham, Cawston, Holt 
and Reepham). Other nearby villages had far fewer cloth workers 
than Worstead: six weavers and five spinsters in Ridlington; seven 
weavers and two spinsters in Witton; three weavers, two spinsters, a 
dyer and a fuller in Crostwight; three weavers, a spinster and two 
fullers in Smallburgh. In the C16 worstead weaving suffered a 
decline but was revived in Norwich from c1565 when the ‘Strangers’ 
from the Low Countries introduced the ‘new draperies’ or ‘stuffs’ - 
luxury cloths that added new fibres like silk to worsted and used 
new finishing techniques.  Worstead was still weaving its plain 
worsteds, but we do not know how many people were involved in 
their manufacture. However, in 1670-1700 the baptismal registers of 
St Mary’s rather unusually record the occupations of some of the 
parents who brought children for baptism: three were weavers, 
Edmund Hazelup, William Newstead and Thomas Smith.  
 
The last weaver working in Worstead is said to have been John 
Cubitt, who lived in Lyngate, but he was described as a farm 
labourer in the censuses of 1861 and 1871 and - more crucially - in 
the parish register entry for his daughter Mary Ann’s baptism in 
1817. He was probably a farm labourer for most of his working life 
and maybe a part-time weaver only in the early part of it, because 
White’s Directory of Norfolk of 1836 says ‘This manufacture 
[worsted] left its ancient seat in Norfolk [Worstead] many years ago 
and is now chiefly confined to Norwich and its neighbourhood.’ The 
Poor Law Commission of 1834 found little or no employment outside 
farming in the rural parishes north of Norwich, but did say there 
was still a little part-time weaving in Worstead and Sprowston. It is 
also said that John Cubitt died in 1882 in the Union Workhouse in 
Smallburgh, but the 1881 census does not record him among the 
inmates. He was then reputed to be aged 90 or 91: the census gives 
his age as 45 in 1841, 70 in 1861, 77 in 1871!   
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e) Farming between the Norman Conquest and the Black 
Death  
 
Farming has been central to the parish for longer than weaving, 
though weaving did help farming by providing outwork in winter 
when there was less to do on the farms. The Domesday Book 
records some 660 acres of open fields, work for the ten recorded 
plough teams of eight oxen each. The crops, probably including 
barley, rye, peas and vetch, would have been rotated, with fields or 
strips in them left fallow every so often. The livestock mentioned 
included the 80 oxen of the plough teams and 28 pigs, but the 
existence of meadow suggests cows and perhaps sheep as well. 
Under the medieval feudal system most of Worstead’s inhabitants 
were unfree peasants tied to the land: they paid for their strips in 
the open fields by working on the estate of the manorial lord. The 
combined value of Worstead’s manors in the Domesday Book was 
£7, below the best manors but above many others. By the mid C14 
Worstead’s mixed farming would have been yielding rather better 
returns for its manorial lords, for some 1377 acres were by then 
under the plough.   
 
f) The Black Death of 1349  
 
The plague - probably bubonic and pneumonic - swept across 
Norfolk in the spring and summer of 1349. People knew that it was 
coming and were no doubt terrified, for there was no known cure. 
Some fled, but more turned to the church and its sacraments, 
hoping to appease the God who - most believed - had sent the 
plague as a punishment for sin. Many rural parishes lost 30-40% 
of their people, nearby Coltishall 55%. Worstead would have done 
well to lose only a third. The plague returned, but much less 
severely, in 1361, 1369, 1375 and 1391, and thereafter every 20 years 
or so until 1665. The traditional open field farming was badly 
disrupted because many experienced leaders and workers had died. 
Many who owed labour services to their lord were dead, and crops 
and animals were left unattended. Landowners saw their profits 
decline, as prices fell for lack of buyers and wages rose for lack of 
labourers. Some owners sold or leased out their land. Others 
turned to sheep. Many tried to re-establish the relationship of 
landlord and peasant as it had ‘always’ been, using the courts to 
enforce the pre-plague wage levels set by the Ordinance of 
Labourers of 1349 and the Statute of Labourers of 1351. The 
peasants knew that they held more bargaining power than ever 
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before, and despite the law their wages and living standards rose. 
They still had real grievances. Serfdom - the unfree status of most 
peasants - still rankled. The courts were often manipulated by local 
notables to put the interests of the landlords before those of the 
peasants. Rents on arable land were higher than the four pence that 
peasants thought fair. The war with France, reopened in 1369, 
raised taxes and was going badly because - many said - the king’s 
advisers were corrupt. Then Parliament granted a new poll tax in 
1377, 1379 and 1380. The four pence a head demanded in 1377 
became a shilling in 1380, when a shilling was almost a week’s wages 
for many a labourer. This final straw led to revolt in south-eastern 
and eastern England in June 1381.   
 
g) The Great Revolt of 1381 
 
Most historians now speak of the Great Revolt - not the Peasants’ 
Revolt - because many of the rebels were not peasants but textile 
workers and craftsmen. In north-east Norfolk the rebels, led by 
Geoffrey Litester [see (3) below], were gathering as the revolts in 
the south-east were collapsing after the slaying of Wat Tyler on 15 
June. On 17 June Litester mustered his forces on Mousehold Heath. 
In the next week they attacked gentry houses and monasteries, 
notably Carrow, St Benet’s, Bromholm and Binham. Their purpose 
was to destroy their manorial records so that the courts would lack 

Plate 6+7  Extracts from John Speed’s map of Norfolk, first published 1611-12  
  Courtesy Cambridge University Library 
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the evidence needed to enforce serfdom and limit wages. Bishop 
Henry Despenser of Norwich was returning to Norfolk to stiffen the 
landowners’ resolve to resist the uprising, when he met three of 
Litester’s lieutenants at Icklingham. The three, Seth, Trunch and 
Cubitt, were carrying a petition to the king, but were executed at 
Wymondham. On 26 June the Bishop and his knights defeated 
Litester and his dwindling group on the heath between Worstead 
and North Walsham [see (40) below]. 
 
h) The ups and downs of farming  
 
Despenser’s victory did not solve the landlords’ problems created by 
the Black Death, because the peasants so resisted the burdens of 
serfdom that its value to landlords declined. Serfdom was not 
abolished by law as the rebels had asked, but just faded away within 
the next 50-100 years. Without serfdom the traditional and 
communal farming of the open fields also declined, as subsistence 
farming was slowly replaced by production for a developing market 
in towns that began to grow again in the C15 and C16. Worstead’s 
earliest map is a copy made in 1781 by Robert Wymer of a late C16 
map probably drawn by  Edmund Thurston. It shows that 
Worstead’s open fields (named as Mucklie, Broklie, Watch, Arplie 
[Orpley?], Limbo, Bengate and Brigget) had already shrunk as land 
was enclosed by agreement. When the Worstead Enclosure Act was 
passed in 1821 and the Enclosure Award made in 1827, the open 
fields covered less than 15% of the land, because the new techniques 
developed in the C18 to improve and manage the land and crops 
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were better suited to enclosed fields. Worstead’s fertile silty loam 
probably needed relatively little improvement but new machinery and 
crop rotations were no doubt introduced into the parish once it was 
fully enclosed. The poor lost their grazing rights on the 309 acres 
of common land enclosed in 1827. The commons were near the 
parish boundaries to the north, to the north-east and to the south.  
 
Farmers profited from the high price of corn during the Napoleonic 
Wars of 1792-1815, but faced some difficulties in the cycle of boom 
and slump of 1815-50. Their labourers really suffered, as the Wars 
and then the Corn Laws of 1815-46 kept prices high while wages 
remained low for lack of alternative employment. So hungry 
labourers rioted, set fire to ricks and broke machines across East 
Anglia in 1816, 1822, 1830-31, 1835-37 and 1843-44. In the Swing 
Riots of 1830-31 labourers attacked the threshing machines which, 
they said, took away their winter work. There was a disturbance at 
Worstead during a wage meeting, and magistrates in North 
Walsham printed a notice urging farmers to dismantle their 
threshing machines. Good times returned in 1848-73, when farmers 
invested in new machinery and new buildings. However a long 
depression, starting in 1873, made farmers struggle and one 
Norfolk farm labourer in ten left the land in 1871-91. So Worstead’s 
population fell slowly towards the end of the C19 (819 in 1891 became 
781 in 1901) while England’s was still growing (18m in 1851 became 
32.5m in 1901). 
 
i) Worstead’s self-sufficiency  
 
For centuries Worstead people grew most of their own food and 
provided most of their own services, though worsted cloth and other 
products were sold and essential materials bought in Norwich, 
Yarmouth and more local markets. A list in the website GENUKI 
names the occupations noted (unusually) in Worstead’s parish 
registers of 1670-1700. It does not include everyone’s job but 
mentions a blacksmith (John Smith), a butcher (Thomas Lacy), two 
carpenters (Stephen More and Robert Smith), a cooper (John 
Hazelup), a gentleman (Henry Harcock), a grocer (John Car), two 
husbandmen (Robert Short and Thomas Thirtle), two labourers 
(Robert Buttrum and Robert Webster), two masons (Simon Butler 
and Richard Shalders), a miller (John Throry), three shoemakers 
(John Austin, John Cook and Richard Smith), three tailors (John 
Martins, Charles Topcliff and John Watson), a thatcher (Philip 
Sadler), the vicar (John Ombler), and three weavers (Edmund 
Hazelup, William Newstead and Thomas Smith). 
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White’s Directory of Norfolk of 1836 lists nine farmers in the 
parish, not including the Hon. W R Rous of the Worstead Estate: 
William Banyer, Robert Colk, William Cook, Elizabeth Cross, 
Edward Gould, I Greenacre, George Harris, John Lacey, and Henry 
Loveday. Those who offered other skills and services were a miller 
(John Balls), a baker (John Weasey Beane), a gardener (William 
Blackborne), a saddler (James Denham), two postmistresses (Mary 
and Elizabeth Dyball), a druggist (Charles Fromow), a wheelwright 
(John Fryer), two bricklayers (a different John Lacey and Robert 
Steward), a joiner (Robert Rump), a glazier and painter (Edward 
Shipley), a confectioner (John Spooner), a coal merchant (Joseph 
Tuck), two publicans (John Rowland at the New Inn and Mary 
Watson at the White Horse), three blacksmiths (John Bulley, 
Jeremiah Neave and Thomas Nelson), two butchers (Richard 
Appleton and John Cross), eleven shopkeepers (Elizabeth Barnard, 
Jacob Shalders, Ann Tinker, James Wright, Richard Marfrey, 
William Nash, James Tooley, Robert Tuck, Mary Weldon, Miles 
Wiseman and William Woodrow), four shoemakers (J Brackenbury, 
Robert Ostler, Jebediah Swann and Thomas Wiseman), two tailors 
(John Goose and William Swann), and a carrier (Henry Watts).      
 
Kelly’s Directory of Norfolk of 1904 lists Lieutenant-Colonel Rous 
of the Worstead Estate, his farm bailiff (William Disdale), his head 
gardener (William Chittleborough) and his head gamekeeper 
(Absolom Pattle); eleven farmers (Robert Amies, E T Learner, 
Albert John Burton, James Burton, George Coldham, Frederick 
William Cross, Thomas Robert Cross, Henry Grix, Walter Fraser 
Newton, Edwin Thomas Self and Matthew Weldon); a threshing 
machine proprietor (Sidney Cross), a grocer, draper and postmaster 
(James Benjamin Copping), another grocer (Cross & Suffling), 
three butchers (the same Robert Amies, Harry Cross and Austin 
Henry Davidson), a baker (Samuel Grimes), two unspecified 
shopkeepers (Arthur Ellis and George Norgate), three publicans 
(Lewis Bailey at the White Horse, Samuel Colman at the New Inn 
and George Pyecroft at the King’s Head), a blacksmith (Henry 
Forder), a cabinet-maker (Thomas B Ward), a tailor (Christmas 
Henry Watts), a shoemaker (James Grimes), two coal merchants (W 
Hill & Son and R Cross & Son), and a carrier (James S Burrell).  
 
Further lists could be composed from the census data of 1841, 1861, 
1871 and from the Worstead entry from Kelly’s Directory for 
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk & Suffolk of 1883 - to be found on the 
Worstead pages of the website GENUKI. 
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WORSTEAD VILLAGE TRAIL 
 
1. The Church of St Mary the Virgin (listed grade I, NHER 
8209) 
 
A church - most probably on this site - was recorded in the 
Domesday Book, but the St Mary’s that we know originated in the 
early C14 and was remodelled from the later C14 to the early C16, 
largely from the profits of worsted weaving. Its Perpendicular 
exterior is in Norfolk’s top ten. The rebuilding began in 1379, only 
30 years after the Black Death which probably killed a third or 
more of the population. Did Worstead’s superstitious people feel they 
must appease what they saw as God’s anger, evident in three 
returns of the plague in 1349-79 and a serious famine in 1370?    
 
The memorials in the floor and on the walls repay attention. One in 
the chancel recorded by the C18 Norfolk historian the Rev Francis 
Blomefield (1705-52) is no longer visible. Translated from the 
Latin, it reads ‘This stone holds the bones of John Spicer in wool...’  
- as required by the Burial in Wool Acts of 1667 and 1678 at a time 
when English woollens and worsteds faced stiff foreign competition. 
A small brass at the top of the centre aisle commemorates Thome 
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Whatt (Thomas Watt or Watts?), worsted weaver, who died on 
16.8.1506. Thomas was probably a master-weaver, because no 
ordinary weaver could afford burial within the church. The St 
Mary’s Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers, founded in 1972, had 
its first home in the Church and wove the altar frontal and altar-
piece in the northern side-chapel dedicated to St John the Baptist. 
From St Mary’s the Guild, now the Worstead Guild, moved for a 
few years to the Baptist Chapel at Meeting Hill [see (24) below], 
where members set up the Golden Fleece Museum. 

Plate 9 St Mary The Virgin, Worstead illustrated by Dr Mike McEwen, © Worstead Parish Council. 

The glory of St Mary’s interior lies in its screens. The rood screen 
of 1512 lacks its loft, rood beam and rood (the figure of Christ on 
the cross flanked by the Virgin Mary and St John). Twelve of its 
sixteen pictures are among the best in East Anglia, and they 
suffered minimal damage in the C16 Reformations. They depict the 
disciples. The two outermost pictures on the north side of Jesus as 
the Man of Sorrows and St Paul were poorly repainted in the late 
1830s, most probably by William Tylney Spurdens, Master of the 
Paston School (1807-25) and Curate of Worstead (1837-40). Did he 
also repaint the two on the south side? These depict medieval saints 
who owe more to legend than history. St William of Norwich 
(portrayed with a crown of thorns, three nails and a knife in his 
chest) was a young boy allegedly murdered by Jews in a parody of 
the crucifixion. There is no historical evidence for William’s story: it 
grew out of the anti-semitic accusation that the Jews murdered 
Christ. William’s shrine in Norwich Cathedral attracted few pilgrims. 
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St Wilgefortis (shown as bearded, crowned and tied to a cross) was 
a Portuguese princess who dedicated herself to God. She resisted 
her pagan parents’ choice of husband by praying for and growing a 
beard! In medieval England unhappy wives called her St Uncumber, 
because, it was said, for an offering of a peck of oats and a candle 
lit before her image for a year and a day she would ‘uncumber’ 
them of their husbands!        
 
If you look closely at the parclose screens of the side chapels it is 
clear that they were not designed for their present positions, but 
were two halves of one screen cut to fit. Their paintings are of good 
quality and may date from the C14. They depict St Lawrence, St 
Thomas of Canterbury, St Bartholomew and St Philip in the north; 
St Peter, St Paul, St John the Baptist and St Stephen in the south. 
It seems not to be the rood screen replaced in 1512. So from where 
did it come and when?   
 
Below the western gallery and ringing chamber erected in 1501 is 
another screen. It was repainted in 1831 by Mrs S E Gunn, wife of 
the Vicar of Irstead, who copied the representation of the virtues by 
Sir Joshua Reynolds in the chapel windows of New College, Oxford. 
 
Imagine the church in its early C16 glory. The rood is on its beam. 
The doom painting on the chancel arch warns unredeemed sinners 
of eternal, fiery punishment after death. Candlelit images stand 
beside the altars in the main and side chapels and in the nave, 
where nine guilds supported altars. Vibrant paintings cover the 
walls: two depict St George and the dragon and St Michael and the 
devil; another may have pictured St Christopher. Sunlight streams 
through the stained glass windows and spreads colour through the 
church. Lift your eyes to the corbels and bosses of the roof, noting 
the fine green man at the west end of the north aisle. Replace the 
C18 pews with a few benches, though most people stand. Cover the 
floor with straw or rushes which rustle as people move about. Smell 
the damp, the burning wax and tallow, and the incense. Hear the 
mumble of Latin as the priest celebrates the mass. Kneel as the 
priest raises the paten and chalice above his head at the most 
sacred point of the service, when by a miracle, it was believed, the 
bread and wine became (in substance but not in form) the body and 
blood of Christ. By the 1580s this experience was a dim memory: we 
owe today’s more austere interior to the Reformations of Henry VIII, 
Edward VI and Elizabeth I.   
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2. The Manor House (listed II*, its wall II, NHER 17023) 
 
The present Manor House has a complex and much-altered 
structure based on two earlier houses. The western range contains 
timbers of a C14 hall. Its projecting gable end facing the road, built 
of flint with brick dressings, probably dates from the late C14 or 
early C15. The eastern range contains elements of older buildings 
behind a new facade with fine sash windows added in c.1690. On an 
upper floor - now containing bedrooms - was a C15 weaving loft 
with space for a dozen looms. 

   
The characterful barns behind the Manor House probably started 
life in the C17 and were remodelled when farming prospered, as it 
did 1792-1815 and in 1848-1873. Imagine them in good condition, 
busy with horses and men carrying out the tasks of farming. Manor 
Farm had about 35 horses in the 1920s when Dan Chapman was the 
head horseman.   
 
3. Geoffrey the Dyer House (listed II, NHER 17024)  
                                                                                                                  
Geoffrey (or just possibly John or Jack) Litester led the Great 
Revolt in north-east Norfolk in June 1381 [see (g) above and (40) 
below]. His surname Litester, variously spelt, means the Dyer. His 
business was in Felmingham but he was described as ‘of Worstead.’ 
Did he live in or own this house? The north-south range of the 

Plate 10 The Manor House, illustrated by Dr Mike McEwen, © Worstead Parish Council. 
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house on School Road is probably C16, but may have an older core. 
The east-west range on Honing Row was probably formed from 
three weaver’s cottages in the early C18. 
 
4. The Primitive Methodist Chapel 
The Primitive Methodists were the fastest-growing denomination in 
C19 Norfolk and attracted farm labourers and manual workers. They 
were still building new chapels when most Victorian denominations 
had stopped. Worstead’s chapel was opened by Robert Price of 
London in 1892, when the minister was the Rev J Buck. The 
reunion of the major groups in Methodism in 1932 left the united 
Methodists with too many chapels, and Worstead’s closed some time 
after World War II.  
 
5. Norwich House & its Weaving Shed (both listed II, 
NHER 30613)  
 
The front of the L-shaped Norwich House was jettied. Its walls 
include medieval masonry, perhaps from the rebuilding of St Mary’s 
chancel in 1484-86 or from the demolition of St Andrew’s in the 
mid C16. This suggests a date for the front part of the house in the 
late C15 or in the mid C16. The wing to the rear dates from the 
later C16 or the C17: it was heightened in c.1800. The yard opening 
onto Honing Row is paved with stone roof tiles reputedly from St 
Andrew’s: if the gate is open, note the nail or peg holes. The 
weaving shed in the yard dates from c1600 but its eaves were raised 
in the C19, though it retains its cellar and internal divisions.   

Plate 11 Geoffrey the4 Dyer House, llustrated by Dr Mike McEwen, © Worstead Parish Council. 
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Few weavers’ cottages have survived apart from the three evident in 
the south front of Geoffrey the Dyer House, and the oldest part of 
Weaver’s Cottage in Meeting Hill [see (24) below]. Most were poorly 
built of timber, clay lump and thatch, like the terrace of four 
weavers’ cottages which stood in the garden of Jasmine House in 
Front Street. The four shared a kitchen, a privy and a well. They 
were demolished in World War II, probably in 1942, but their north 
gable is encased in the wall between the Old Post Office and 
Jasmine House. Several other cottages are called weavers’ cottages 
in postcards or on their gates, but without further evidence it is 
hard to know whether weavers worked in them. Does the front of 
Laburnum Cottage [see (10) below] suggest it may have been a 
weaver’s cottage? 
 
6. The Thatched House (listed II, NHER 17025)  
 
The impressive exterior dates from the late C17, but the thatched 
roof contains three later dormers. The thatch is bounded by shaped 
gables, often described as Dutch. Its massive internal chimney stack 
suggests possible earlier origins. 
 
7. The Undercroft of St Andrew’s Cottage (listed II*, NHER 
19461)  
 
Beneath the C17/C18 St Andrew’s Cottage (the bakery in the early 
C20) lies a fine brick-vaulted and groined undercroft of the early 

Plate 12  The Undercroft of St Andrew’s Cottage © Stefan Ganther 
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C15. Its likely use was to store wool in the cool. There is no truth in 
the local legend that it was part of a tunnel leading to either of 
Worstead’s churches or to Dilham Castle, but in the early part of 
the C20 a mangold-wurzel cart and its Suffolk Punch horse fell 
into a hole in Church Plain, probably into the cellar of a building 
that once stood on its western side.  
 
8. The Old Post Office (unlisted) & Phone Box (listed II, 
NHER 47428) 
 
The Old Post Office was built in the later C17 or the C18. Its added 
Regency bow-front would probably have had a curved many-paned 
window. In the mid C20 it was run by Mabel Hunn. Other known 
Post Offices were in Honing Row, run by Mary and Elizabeth Dyball 
in the 1830s and 1840s; in Norwich House Stores, run in the early 
C20 by James Copping; and in Back Street (part of Clemsea 
House), run by Allison Henderson in the late C20 and early C21. 
The telephone kiosk, nearby in Front Street, is of the type K6, 
designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott in 1935. 
 
9. Haggar House   
 
This C17/C18 house was once joined to its neighbour Laburnum 
Cottage. In the late C19 (at least as early as 1883) and in the early 
C20 it housed the workroom and shop of the tailor Christmas Henry 
Watts. The first floor workroom at the southern end has a large 
window close to the floor before which he sat cross-legged tailoring 
worsted suits, sadly from cloth woven elsewhere. Vestiges of the 
shop front are still evident at the northern end and the shop’s C19 
fittings are now in Gressenhall Museum. Christmas Henry Watts 
was one many tailors in the parish: there were three in 1670-1700 
(John Martins, Charles Topcliff and John Watson) and two in 1836 
(John Goose and William Swann).      
 
10. The Market Place (NHER 41157, 40820, 40937) 
 
Oliver le Gros, the lord of manors in Worstead and Sloley, was 
granted the market by royal charter in 1336. The Tuesday market 
day became Friday in 1339, and a further market was added on 
Saturday in 1340. Church Plain was then narrower than it is now, as 
a noble house stood on the west side of Church Plain, near the 
corner of Westwick Road, with other buildings on the same side 
stretching to the south. The house, drawn by John Starling (Parish 
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Clerk for 59 years), dated from least as early as the late C16 and 
was demolished in 1842. So the main market place was the island 
between Front and Back Streets. In 2005 an archaeological 
excavation across the island (NHER 41157) found no evidence of 
occupation between the Iron Age and the later C17. The houses 
between Front and Back Streets were built after 1666, when an 
outbreak of plague caused the market to move North Walsham, 
never to return. Laburnum Cottage in Back Street probably began 
as a single storey cottage in the C17 and gained an upper storey in 
c.1800: its front rests on a medieval wall which was probably part of 
the market’s boundary.   
 
A map of 1820 shows that the Shalders family, mostly Jacob, owned 
many of the buildings round the Church Plain and the market place: 
Norwich House, the Thatched House, a property behind it, part of 
Haggar House and most of Swann’s Yard (then Shalders’ Yard), and 
White Cottage. Jacob worked as a grocer and draper in Norwich 
House, but in 1835 he mortgaged all his property for £1200. He died 
in 1857 before settling the debt and his property was forfeited. Why 
did he need such a large sum? It probably had little to do with his 
commitment to the Baptists of Meeting Hill [see (24) below], for the 
new chapel was built in 1829 for £800 and his son did not found the 
YMCA in New Zealand until 1855. He was probably a better Baptist 
than businessman!  

Plate 13  Aerial view of the old market place - between front street and back street  
  © Stefan Ganther 
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11. St Andrew’s Church (NHER 8208) 
 
St Andrew’s is the second church mentioned in Worstead’s entry in 
the Domesday Book. It may have been the older of the two, because 
a C13 document describes one of its holdings as the 
‘Oldenkyrkewong’ or the ‘Old Church’s field.’ Both St Mary’s and St 
Andrew’s may have started as proprietary churches belonging to the 
lords of different manors. However, by the early C13 St Mary’s had 
a large parish (some 2600 acres) and St Andrew’s had none: was 
St Mary’s the church of Worstead’s most powerful manorial lord? 
When St Mary’s was appropriated to Norwich Cathedral Priory in 
1256, a clear distinction was made between the Church of St Mary 
and the Chapel of St Andrew. A parochial chapel was rarely so close 
to its parish church, but St Andrew’s was by then probably such a 
chapel: those who left it money in the later Middle Ages were buried 
in St Mary’s, though some human remains, possibly of late Saxon 
date, were found reasonably close to the site of St Andrew’s (NHER 
8184). St Andrew’s was last mentioned when Agnes Watts left money 
for its repair in 1529. It was probably closed before 1552-53, when 
Edward VI’s commissioners listed the liturgical goods of every 
church: St Mary’s has such an inventory, St Andrew’s does not. A 
recent geophysical survey of St Andrew’s Field failed to establish 
the extent of the chapel’s foundations, perhaps because a thick layer 
of rubble was dumped there when St Andrew’s Close was built in 
the 1970s.  
 
12. Benefield House  

Plate 14  Benefield House illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead Parish Council. 
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This early C19 farmhouse and the attached Ollands Cottages are 
found in Swann’s Yard. For some time in the C19 there was a dame 
school in Benefield House. Was it run by Maria Rump? She appears 
in the 1841 census as a schoolmistress in Shalders’ Yard, the former 
name of Swann’s Yard [see (20) below].  
 
13. Laurels Farm (NHER 52509) 
 
Laurels Farmhouse dates from the late C18 or early C19: its buff 
brick and slate roof were unusual in an age before the railway 
reached Worstead. Its farmyard included a good barn - now 
converted to two dwellings - and some at least of Max Carter 
Close. The village pound for stray animals was beside the barn on 
the corner where the new curved wall swings from Sloley Road into 
Front Street.  
 

14. White Cottage (NHER 50420) 
The cottage began as a single storey L-shaped dwelling. The date 
1617 carved into the beam of the main fireplace is probably genuine 
but the brickwork suggests a date later in the C17. The cottage was 
heightened in the late C18 and again in the C19, when for a time it 
was divided into two dwellings. Two mid C20 postcards call it a 
weaver’s cottage, but this was the time when Mr and Mrs JRS 
Johnston tried to restart the commercial production of hand-woven 
fabric. They set up Worstead Hand Loom Weavers in November 
1949, weaving in a large shed on the back lawn. Their enterprise 
failed by 1952, but the cottage still has their company nameplate and 
some of their woven cloth. In the early C20 James Grimes, nick-
named ‘Snob’ as many shoemakers were, made boots and shoes in a 
workshop in the back garden and sold them from his shop beside 
the cottage.  
 
15. The New Inn, now the White Lady (listed II, NHER 
47221) 
 
Buildings on the west side of Church Plain included an inn and a 
brewery very close to the east window of the church. It is said the 
worsted cloth went to be sold in Norwich on a Saturday, and the 
agent returned on Sunday to pay the weavers, whose noisy 
celebrations disturbed the church services. So Sir George Berney 
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Brograve remodelled an earlier house into the late Georgian New 
Inn in 1825. But were the weavers guilty, because there was only a 
little part-time weaving left by the 1820s and 1830s [see (d) above]? 
The New Inn’s cellars were probably those of an earlier building, 
perhaps used to store wool in the cool. In the early C19 the other 
public houses in the parish were the King’s Head [see (18) below] on 
Westwick Road, the White Horse in Briggate [see (26) below], the 
Swan, and the Sign of the Lemon (Lemon tried to make sense of 
leman, when this medieval word for sweetheart was no longer in 
use). Which of the two, the Swan or the Sign of the Lemon, did the 
New Inn replace? In 1836 the landlord of the New Inn was John 
Rowland, who called himself a ‘porter merchant and victualler’ and 
held the inn from 1830 to 1851. At least three Colmans kept the pub: 
Samuel Primrose Colman in 1879-83, Samuel Colman in 1904-08, 
and Mary Colman in 1912-22. How were they related? 
 
Why has the New Inn changed its name to the White Lady? The 
story is told that a ghost of a lady in white appears at midnight on 
Christmas Eve in St Mary’s, and that in 1830 (?) a man was 
drinking in the King’s Arms and boasted that he was not afraid of 
the White Lady. He would ring in the birth of Christ, as was 
Worstead’s custom. He climbed into the belfry, saying that, if he met 
the White Lady, he would give her a kiss. When he did not return, 
friends went to seek him in the church and found him huddled in 
terror. He whispered, ‘I’ve seen her’ and died. Publicity about the 
change of name in July 2011 led Mrs Diane Bertholet to bring 
forward a picture taken on 2.8.1975: it seems to show a ghostly 
figure behind Mrs Bertholet as she sat on a bench in St Mary’s. 
The photograph, printed in the North Norfolk News of 28.7.2011, 
may be viewed in the White Lady. 
 
16. Church Cottage (listed II, NHER 47652) 
 
Much of this thatched house dates to the early C18 but it has earlier 
features, notably the flint section of the rear wall, and later 
alterations. Did the cottage have any connection with the church, 
apart from its name and position? 
 
17. The Smithy 
 
There is a long tradition of blacksmithing in Worstead, from the 
earliest smith we know, John Smith in 1670-1700, to the popular 
Harry Yaxley. Harry learned his trade shoeing horses in World War 
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I and set up his business in the village in the mid 1920s. The 
Smithy, now converted to a cottage, retains some of its original 
features.  
 
18. Church View House 
 
This thatched house was the King’s Head public house from 1774 
until its closure in 1970. Three of its landlords served for long 
periods: John Salmon (1839-65), George Pyecroft (1900-25) and 
Elijah Flaxman (1940-?1961). There is a fine photograph of people 
standing outside in c.1895.   
 
19. The Fairstead  
 
Worstead may have had a medieval fair but the first evidence is a 
royal charter of the reign of Philip and Mary (1554-58) granting a 
fair to John Spencer, lord of the manor of Thruxtons (one of 
Worstead’s many manors). The fair took place on the village green 
or fairstead. It was held on May Day until 1752 when - to align its 
calendar with that of Europe - Britain omitted eleven days (3-
13.9.1752). The fair then moved to 12 May and before 1836 a second 
day (13 May) was added. Its purpose was the buying and selling of 
livestock, but other traders and entertainers joined in. In 1845 the 
school [see (20) below] was built on part of the Fairstead and the 
fair moved to Church Plain and Ruin Road. Rowdy behaviour 
brought it to an end in 1912.   

Plate 15 The Fairstead and Worstead School  illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead Parish 
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20. Worstead School  
 
Worstead National (C of E) School opened in 1845, a year after the 
Nonconformist British School in Meeting House Hill [see (24) 
below]. There were schools in the parish before the National and 
British Schools. The earliest evidence comes in 1571 when a 
Worstead schoolmaster named Leonard Elson was accused of 
heresy. Then from its foundation in 1606 Sir William Paston’s Free 
School in North Walsham took some pupils from Worstead. Five day 
schools were reported in Worstead in 1833, but only two 
schoolmasters were listed in 1836, John Barnard in Briggate and 
William Woodrow in Meeting House Hill. Maria Rump was a 
schoolmistress in 1841 in Shalders Yard (now Swann’s Yard), quite 
probably at the dame school in Benefield House [see (12) above]. 
Harriet Taylor, aged 15, was described as a teacher in 1841: was she 
a pupil teacher at the dame school or at another school?   
The schoolmaster’s house was built in front of Worstead School in 
1854 in a style reminiscent of the Victorian ‘Elizabethan’ used for 

the new vicarage (now Peverel House) erected in 1844-45 and 
extended in 1848. A new classroom was added in the 1890s and 
praised by Her Majesty’s Inspector in 1896. The censuses and the 
parish registers name quite a number of teachers living in the 
parish but rarely say at which school they taught. On 23 November 
1845 George Evans and his wife Harriet had three children (William 
Patrick George, Mary Elizabeth and Harriet Keturah) baptised in St 
Mary’s: were William, Mary and Harriet of differing ages or were 
they - just possibly - triplets? George Evans was described in the 
baptismal register as a schoolmaster: if he were at Worstead 
National School, he could hardly leave his children unbaptised. In 
1871 Reuben and Edith Moss were described as the National School 
Master and Mistress, and by the early C20 the school’s staff 
consisted of the headmaster, three assistant teachers and two pupil 
teachers.  
 
Worstead School has a weaving connection. In 1949 its Head, Henry 
Wright, learned weaving and asked the International Wool 
Secretariat for a loom for the school. The presentation on 1.11.1949 
was filmed for the television: was it Worstead’s first TV appearance? 
From then until 1971 Henry Wright taught weaving to pupils and 
adults and his efforts to revive worsted weaving in Worstead led to 
the founding in 1972 of the St Mary’s Guild of Weavers, Spinners 
and Dyers, which is now the Worstead Guild.  
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21. Holly Grove House 
 
A Georgian frontage was added to this older farmhouse. Its fine 
barn has become two dwellings. People who lived and farmed there 
include Deacle Hicks in 1841, John Bandram Morgan in 1883, 
George Berger Burnand in 1902, and Lieutenant-Colonel Besant in 
the 1920s and 1930s. Colonel Besant had fought with Lord 
Kitchener in Egypt and led the Armistice Day parades of veterans 
helped by ex-Sergeant-Major Dick Downie of Briggate. 
 
22. Lyngate House 
 
This fine late Georgian house of brick and pantile is of the size and 
style suitable for a gentleman farmer, a member of one of the 
professions or an officer of the army or navy. Its coach-house 
stands close by. In 1904 it was occupied by Miss Newton.     

This is the end of the Village Trail..... 
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WORSTEAD RURAL TRAIL 

 
23. Bengate Farm (listed II, NHER 22716) 
 
This thatched farmhouse began life in the late C16 or early C17. Its 
original timber frame was replaced in brick and flint in stages from 
c.1700 to c.1820. Its gables contain reused carved limestone, 
probably from St Andrew’s Church. 

Plate 17 Bengate Farmhouse  illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead Parish Council. 
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24. The Baptist Settlement at Meeting House Hill   
 
The outstanding group of Baptist buildings at Meeting House Hill 
deserves greater recognition. It is said that 120 Particular 
(Calvinistic) Baptists left the congregation at Smallburgh and set up 
their own chapel in a barn in 1717 in the hamlet of Orpley. But 
among the 120 were new admissions down to 1740, so that the 
seceders were fewer in number, perhaps 30-40. The Baptists soon 
came to dominate Orpley, as the change of name to Meeting House 
Hill shows. When in 1790 the Worstead Highways Book required 
some repairs to be made ‘… carrying stones to the Meeting Beck…’, 
there was no mention of Orpley. Orpley was also ignored in the 
Enclosure Act 1821 and in the Enclosure Award of 1827. The first 
edition of the one inch Ordnance Survey map of 1832 gives Meeting 
House Hill and this is still the official name of the hamlet. Orpley 
continued in erratic use on indentures of sale until 1860, but the 
last shows Ockley from a misreading of the ‘r’ and ‘p’ in an earlier 
document. Currently the Post Office and the county signage use 
Meeting Hill, now the hamlet’s usual name in almost all 
circumstances. 
 
The first Baptist minister was Richard Culley (a descendant, Arthur 
Spelman Culley, took up his ministry in Meeting House Hill in 1896). 
The original Meeting House was a barn, behind what is now 
Weaver’s Cottage. The barn was improved, enlarged or even rebuilt 
in 1730 and doubled in size in 1798 (NHER 16449). He was followed 

Plate 18 Meeting House Hill - ‘Worstead Baptist Chapel’  illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead 
Parish Council. 



28 

The Almshouses (1820) were bequeathed by Samuel Chapman of 
Norwich, who may have been the grandson of Richard Culley 
through his daughter Sarah. As numbers expanded, Richard Clark 
(minister 1813-1832) subsidised the cost of the new square Chapel 
(listed II, NHER 17018) in 1829, officially but confusingly named 
Worstead Baptist Chapel. In the same year stables for 40 horses 
were built, for many Baptists travelled some distance to worship in 
Meeting Hill. Galleries were added to the chapel in 1843 to 
accommodate still rising numbers: the Religious Census of 1851 
recorded that on Census Sunday (30 March 1851) 319 people 
attended the afternoon service and 63 children the Sunday school 
(and services were also held in the morning and evening). In 1844 
the chapel was extended to provide a ground floor vestry and a first 
floor Schoolroom for the day school of the Nonconformist British 
Schools Society which opened in 1844. In 1848 the Schoolmaster’s 
House was built and in 1854 the New Schoolroom, because the old 
schoolroom was too small. Joseph and Mary Ann Helsdon were the 
master and mistress of the British School in 1861; the school was 
still functioning in 1883; but surprisingly, while the Manual of the 
Baptist Church at Worstead of 1898 lists the activities of the chapel, 
it does not refer to the school. It is likely that it did not survive in 
the new climate created by the Education Act 1870. In 1844 the 
current frontage of the Manse was added to a building of the C17 or 
C18. At the same time the Caretaker’s Cottage (now the Manse 
Cottage) was built to offer facilities between services for Baptists 
who spent all day at the chapel. A room on its upper floor, 
accessible from the upstairs of the Manse, served as the minister’s 
office.   
 
The oldest part of Weaver’s Cottage (NHER 16448) was a single 
storey building dating from c.1650. A second storey was added and 
the whole was converted into two cottages in c.1700. A third cottage 
was added to the west wall in 1866. The terrace of three was known 
as Weaver’s Cottages before it was made into a single dwelling in 
the 1970s. There is a large weaver’s window in the oldest part, where 
most probably Richard Culley lived: he was a weaver as well as the 
Baptist minister. 

in 1741 by Edward Trivett, who trained a dozen Baptist ministers, 
wrote worthy hymns, and baptised 391 people in a long ministry that 
ended with his death in 1792. In the early decades of the C19 the 
Baptists finally outgrew their old meeting house and Meeting Hill 
began to acquire its fine heritage of Baptist buildings.     
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25. Worstead Mill (listed grade II, NHER 11731)  
 
This tall tower windmill between Briggate and Meeting Hill was built 
in the mid C19. By 1904 it was operated by Cubitt & Walker. Last 
used in 1922, it still had its sails in the 1930s. The boat-shaped 
cap, its fantail cradle and brake wheel shaft survive.    
 
26. Honing for Worstead Station (NHER 13581) 
 
The line from North Walsham to Stalham opened in 1879-80 and 
the station was just over the North Walsham & Dilham Canal from 
Briggate. There are good visible remains and the line, which closed 
in 1959, can be walked in both directions along the Weavers’ Way.    
 
27. Worstead Old Mill (NHER 17914) 
 
A windmill stood close to Briggate Mill [see (29) below] on Faden’s 
Map of Norfolk of 1797. It was probably Worstead Old Mill, 
demolished in 1812.   
 
28. The [Old] White Horse 
 
The White Horse was one of the four known C19 public houses in 
the parish. It came into being in 1830. Samuel Watson was its first 
landlord, followed by Mary Watson in 1836 and John Watson in 
1839. William Hannant kept the pub in 1856-83, but it seems he 
needed a second job: the census described him as a shoemaker in 
1861 and a farmer of seven acres in 1881. The White Horse closed in 
1957. 
 
29. Briggate Mill (NHER 8206)  
 
A mill is mentioned in the Domesday Book, presumably a watermill 
on the river Ant (then the Smale) at Briggate, as windmills were not 
introduced in England until the C12 and were rare until the C13. 
The mill building at Briggate, now in ruins, dates from the late C18 
or early C19. In 1836 its miller, John Balls, used water power alone. 
By 1902 Cubitt & Walker were the millers, using water and steam 
power. After World War II the mill was converted to electricity. It 
closed in 1969 and was burned down in 1975. In 2010 the people of 
Briggate applied to have the derelict site registered as a village 
green, but lost their case at the enquiry. Good pictures and more 
details appear on the Worstead pages of the website GENUKI and 
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under Briggate Watermill in the Norfolk Mills website. 
 
30. The North Walsham & Dilham Canal (NHER 13534) 
 

Plate 19 Briggate lock on the Dilham Canal illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead Parish Council. 

The probable motive behind the North Walsham & Dilham Canal was 
to avoid the high tolls on the turnpike road between North Walsham 
and Norwich, opened in 1796. The canal was authorised by Act of 
Parliament in 1812, but it did not open until 1826. It is the only 
canal ever built for wherries. The canal straightened the River Ant, 
deviating in some places from its old course which is still the north
-eastern boundary of the parish. Carriers using horse-drawn 
vehicles offered little competition to the canal but from the 1870s the 
railways presented a more serious challenge. From then, if not 
before, the canal operated mostly at a loss. Its full length could not 
be used after its locks were destroyed in the Great Flood of 1912 
(7.5 inches of rain in 29 hours on 26-27 August), but wherries 
could still reach Briggate from the Bure, as a photo taken in 1928 
shows. Final closure came in 1935. Good pictures and more details 
appear of the websites for the North Walsham & Dilham Canal. 
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31. The Obelisk (listed II, NHER 7582)  
 
The Obelisk lies just beyond the parish boundary but it plays a part 
in Worstead’s history. In the early C18 Worstead's major landowner 
was John Berney of Westwick, whose heirs were his two daughters, 
Julian (or Julia) and Elizabeth. When the elder, Julian, married Sir 

Plate 20 The Obelisk - Westwick Estate illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead Parish Council. 
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Thomas Brograve, John Berney agreed their eldest son would 
inherit the Worstead Estate - if he took the surname Berney. The 
story runs that when John Berney’s younger daughter Elizabeth, 
who married William Petre, inherited the Westwick Estate, she built 
the tall round tower of rendered brick and flint and the glass and 
cast iron ‘gazebo’ on its top. From there she could keep a jealous 
eye on her sister in Worstead through her telescope. In 1818 the 
Obelisk was described as a tea-room with a sea view!  
 
32. Worstead Station (NHER 13586) 
 
The Great Eastern Railway line from Norwich to Cromer opened in 
1874 and runs through Brockley. Worstead Station then had good 
facilities: two platforms, a shunting yard, a signal box and two staff 
houses.    

Plate 21 Worstead Station illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead Parish Council. 

 
33. Lacey Farm (listed II, NHER 22715)  
  
The thatched farmhouse has C16 origins with later additions and 
alterations. A fire in 1986 destroyed the roof and damaged the 
interior. 
 



33 

34. New Lane Cottage (listed II, NHER 47222)  
 
This cottage was built of brick and thatch in 1826. 
 
35. Gothic Lodge (listed II, NHER 47380)  
 
This single-storey dwelling of brick and slate built in mid C19 
retains most of its original exterior. 
 
36. Site of former Post-Mill (NHER 18019) 
 
The site of a post-mill, marked on a map of 1781 copied from one of 
c.1600, is now within the south-west corner of Worstead Park.   
 
37. Worstead Hall Farm (listed II, NHER 22717) 
 
The farmhouse of brick and flint dates from the C16 but has mostly 
C19 windows and some C19 additions: it is mostly these that can be 
seen from the road. Two medieval door surrounds are re-used 
inside.  

38. Worstead Park and Stables (listed II, NHER 15440) 
 
In 1770 Berney Brograve Berney inherited the Estate [see (31) 
above]. In 1773 he demolished the old Worstead Hall (called Muckley 
Hall in the C16) and asked the well-known architect James Wyatt 
(1746-1813) to design the new Worstead House, built in 1791-97. 
When he died in 1797 it passed to his eccentric son, Sir George 
Berney Brograve, who died childless in 1828. From 1843 the Estate 
was owned by the Hon. William Rufus Rous (1796-1875), third son 
of the first Earl of Stradbroke. His son was Lieutenant Colonel 
William John Rous, who was wounded three times in the Crimean 
War 1853-56. He was a well-known horticulturalist, a lover of 
country sports, a great traveller, and a strong Conservative. He 
never married and died on 12 April 1914, aged 80. The Estate then 
passed to a minor, the Hon. William Keith Rous, who was the second 
son of the third Earl of Stradbroke and became - for a few days in 
1983 - the fifth Earl. By then the Estate had been acquired by Sir 
Harold Harmsworth in 1938 and then by the Paterson family in 1956. 
The house was demolished in 1939 and never rebuilt. Worstead 
House Stables survive, a rare example of Wyatt’s work. It is said, 
without support from NHER 40884 or the English Heritage Register 
of Parks, that Humphrey Repton (1752-1818) landscaped the park of 
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300 acres and its large lake. The lake had four small square islands 
controlled by a hydraulic ram (NHER 8300). There is no public 
access to Worstead Park. 
 
39. Swan Cottage (listed grade II, NHER 47795)  
 
Sir George Berney Brograve built this cottage of brick and thatch 
in the early C19. 
 
40. The Battlefield of 1381 
 

The Great Revolt of 1381 in north 
Norfolk lasted less than two weeks. 
The end came on 26 June when 
Geoffrey Litester’s rebels were 
defeated by Bishop Despenser’s 
armed knights on the sandy heath 
between Worstead and North 
Walsham. Some rebels were killed, 
perhaps including Litester, though 
it is said he was found hiding in a 
cornfield and executed. That there 
was fighting is confirmed by an 
inquest held at Worstead by John 
Reed in January 1382. The inquest 
found that William Kybyte and 
Thomas Skeet of Worstead, 
Richard Hobbeson and Geoffrey 
Coleman of North Walsham, 
Thomas Radbote of Sco Ruston 
and Robert Smyth of Ridlington 
had indeed been killed in June 
1381. At the height of the Norfolk 

Revolt there were probably about 1200 rebels, though Speed’s Map 
of 1611 says that [Litester] ‘...led fiftye thousand Souldiers into the 
field...’ How many were left by 26 June? Only 34 were killed in the 
skirmish or executed after it, while 61 were pardoned. So ‘folk 
memories’ of many dead are much exaggerated. To mark the 
battlefield Bishop Despenser erected four memorial crosses. One 
(restored?) cross stands on Worstead’s north-western boundary 
and another fragment is nearby. A fine altarpiece or retable of the 
1380s depicting the Passion, Resurrection and Ascension of Christ 
graces St Luke’s Chapel in Norwich Cathedral. The heraldry round 
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its border suggests that it may have been the thanksgiving gift of 
gentry once the Revolt was defeated.  

Plates 22+23 The Monument Crosses  illustrated by Dr Mike McEwewn, © Worstead Parish Council. 

This is the end of the rural trail.... 
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Appendix: Worstead’s involvement in other military action 
 
A bundle of swords (NHER 8202) was recovered in c.1900 from a 
spot south of the present Queen Elizabeth Hall. Sadly undated, the 
swords were kept for a time in St Mary’s Church, but have since 
disappeared. We might speculate that they were connected with the 
Great Revolt (1381), the Civil War (1642-46), or the militia.  
  
The Militia was a kind of home guard whose origins were medieval 
but which was organised across the country by later Acts of 
Parliament. The Militia of the Tunstead Hundred stored some 400 
pounds of gunpowder in the Ammunition House, which stood north 
of the Westwick Road as it leaves the village. The Ammunition House 
was closed in 1814, when the end of the Napoleonic Wars was in 
sight, but the field in which it stood was called Ammunition Piece 
until the 1930s at least. 
 
Worstead lost seventeen men in World War I and seven in World 
War II: the War Memorial is in the north aisle of St Mary’s Church 
[see (1) above]. More details appear on the Worstead pages of 
GENUKI. 
 
In World War II a large training camp (NHER 34541) opened in 
Worstead Park in 1941; it closed in 1946.  The North Walsham & 
Dilham Canal was deepened to form an anti-tank defence (NHER 
45233).  Four pillboxes survive in the parish; three near Briggate 
Bridge (NHER 21553, 32561, 17019) and one in Meeting Hill 
(18036). There were also two gun emplacements on Sandy Hill 
overlooking the Ant Valley.  
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