Tunstead and Sco Ruston Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 15th March 2016

Present:

	Gordon Gilding (Chair)
	GG
	Tim Place
	TP

	Wendy Atkins
	WA
	Chris Oakes
	CO

	Nigel Williams
	NW
	Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
	EO


Also in attendance:

Mr Neil Coston – Sco Ruston resident

NCC Councillor Nigel Dixon (First item only)

NNDC Councillor Simon Shaw (First item only)

Adjournment of meeting for District, County Councillor and Police reports and public participation.

Mr Neil Coston is a resident of Sco Ruston who is concerned about the amount of litter in the parish and has been litter picking with his family.  He would like to establish a group of volunteers to carry out regular litter picks.  The council was in full agreement of this.  Mr Coston queried whether the council's public liability insurance would cover such groups.  Wendy Atkins agreed to check the insurance policy and to speak to the insurers.  Mr Coston asked if the council would help to promote this initiative and it was agreed that information should be put on the website and in the newsletter,  Mr Coston will produce posters and flyers.  When asked, Mr Coston indicated that he might be interested in joining the parish council and said that he would stay for the full meeting in order to get an understanding of the process.  Actions: WA/EO.

County Councillor report:

a)  Following on from the above discussion Councillor Dixon reported that the web based    system for reporting fly tipping works very well.

b)  There will be a 2% increase in council tax to fund social care and other essential services.

c)  Councillor Dixon distributed brochures about the improvements to the Scottow Enterprise Park and said that the emphasis on starter businesses.  The solar farm is nearing completion.

d)  There will be a devolution of powers to a new Norfolk/Suffolk/Cambridgeshire regional authority but no signed agreements are as yet in place.  Parish councils will be consulted. e)  TP reported that he has received a council tax bill from NCC stating that there has been a 12% increase in the Tunstead parish precept when in fact there has been no increase.  There is also a query over the size of the NCC part of the bill.  Councillor Shaw (NNDC) will investigate.


District Councillor report:

An enforcement order has been served on Anglia Plant meaning that they have to cease trading.  An appeal is unlikely to be successful.  NNDC are working with Anglian Plant to find alternative premises. 

Clerk to ensure that both Councillors are aware of the date of the Annual Parish Meeting.

Police report: There has been one crime in the parish since the last meeting.

2
Apologies:


None.

3
Declarations of interest:


None.

4
Minutes of the last meeting:


Agreed and signed as a true record.

5
Matters arising:


GG has agreed to continue as chairman provided he has help and support from his 
fellow councillors due to his personal circumstances.

6
Correspondence:


6.1  A letter has been received from the vicarage thanking the parish council for 
their contribution to the maintenance of the churchyard.


6.2  Magpas have requested a donation.  Clerk to write and tell them that the parish 
council does not give donations.  Action: EO.


6.3  The Clerks and Councillors Direct publication are asking for the subscription to 
be renewed.  It was agreed not to do this.


6.4  Norse have written asking for the new maintenance contract to be signed and 
returned.  The contract has not yet been received.  Clerk to contact Norse and ask 
for it to be sent.  Action: EO.

7
Finance:

7.1   Clerk to provide finance report once payments have been agreed and    processed. Action: EO.

7.2   A 
bill has been 
received from NNDC for the uncontested election.  Clerk to investigate.  Action: EO.


7.3  Two payments were agreed and cheques signed.


£140.00 to SR Print for the newsletter.  £300.00 to clerk for February and 

March salary.


7.4  Parish noticeboard: The clerk explained that a commercial company will charge 
at least £600.  CO advised that he could arrange one for less and will supply 
quotes.  Action: CO.

8
Highways matters:


8.1  TP has reported the pothole outside Turners Farm and action has been taken.


8.2  Culley Pit Lane has flooded as a result of the ditch from the pond being 
blocked.  Clerk to write to landowner.  Action: EO.

9
Planning matters:

 
9.1  A decision notice has been issued for a single storey extension at Fir Tree 
Farm.  PF/16/0070. 


9.2  PF/16/0174 - application has been received for a conservatory at 13 Laurel 
Farm Barns.  The parish council has no objections.  Clerk to write to the neighbour 
at number twelve to inform them and respond to NNDC.   Action: EO.

10
Playing Field Committee:


The Chris Mills evening was not well attended possibly due to tickets not being sold 
in advance.

11
Parish Newsletter:


There is a shortage of volunteers to deliver the newsletter.  GG suggested asking 
for a Tunstead page in the Wroxham and Coltishall News to replace the newsletter.  
TP said that he would like to keep the newsletter providing additional volunteers 
were available.  Clerk to arrange for an appeal for volunteers to go on the website 
and to ask Johanna Gardner for distribution 
numbers and circulate them to the 
parish council.  It was agreed that advertisers 
should be sought to offset the cost of 
printing.  Action: EO.

13
Parish Plan:


It was agreed that this should be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting in April.

14
Any other business:


14.1   The Annual Parish Meeting will be on 19th April.


14.2  The agenda should list payments and planning applications.


14.3  TP reported that the phone at the Coltishall Road level crossing is not 
working.  WA to check.  Action: WA.


14.4
A resident has reported that the occupant of 2 Granary Way is working on 
cars in the front garden, leading to vehicles being parked on the road outside, 
causing a traffic problem.  There are also rats in the back garden of the property.  
Clerk to contact Environmental Services at NNDC.  Action: EO.


14.5
The hedge at number 27 Manor Close is overgrown and obstructing the 
footpath.  Clerk to write to the tenants asking them to inform the landlord.  


Action: EO.


14.6
Clerk to write to all regular contacts advising them of the change of clerk and 
the new contact details.  Action: EO.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:30.

Signed: …..................................................       Date: ….........................................

Chairman

The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 19th April at 19:30 in Tunstead village hall.  All residents are very welcome to attend and raise any issues and concerns.  Light refreshments will be provided.

